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(& 1) Homogeneity test for demographic characteristics of participants

tem Cateaor Ist grade 2nd grade 3rd grade 4th grade /()
X
9oy nA7%)  n=d6%)  n=ai%e)  n=37(%)

Gender Female 46(97.9) 45(97.8) 39(95.1) 36(97.3) 7154
Male 12.1 12.2) 2(4.9) 12.7) (.860)
Protestant 4(8.5) 5(10.9) 2(4.9) 3(8.1)
Buddhist 14(29.8) 15(32.6) 17(41.5) 12(32.4) 5719
Religion Catholic 6(12.8) 8(17.4) 7(17.1) 4(10.8) (930)
Atheist 22(46.8) 18(39.1) 15(36.6) 17(45.9)
The others 1(2.1) 0(0) 0(0) 12.7)
First 19(40.0) 20(43.5) 16(39.0) 15(40.5)

Order of Second 24(51.1) 21(45.7) 19(46.3) 20(54.1) 4,804
birth Third 4(8.5) 4(8.7) 4(9.8) 2(5.4) (.851)
> Forth 0(0) 1(2.2) 2(4.9) 0(0)

Big city™ 18(38.3) 18(39.1) 18(43.9) 13(35.1)

Place of 704
Small - middle city** 21(44.7) 20(43.5) 16(39.0) 17(45.9)

growth (.994)
Rural area 8(17.0) 8(17.4) 717.1) 7(18.9)
Parents +1 child 12.1) 3(6.5) 2(4.9) 1.7

Composi— Parents +2 children 26(55.3) 24(52.2) 17(41.5) 23(62.2) 4,721

tion of family > Parents +2 children 16(34.0) 15(32.6) 17(41.5) 10(27.0) (.858)
Three generation family 4(8.5) 4(8.7) 5(12.2) 3(8.1)
Elementary school 0(0) 12.2) 2(4.9) 0(0)

Father' s Middle school 2(4.3) 1(2.2) 12.4) 2(5.4) 6.013

education High school 27(57.4) 25(54.3) 23(56.1) 17(45.9) (.739)
> Graduated school 18(38.3) 19(41.3) 15(36.6) 18(48.6)
Elementary school 0(0) 12.2) 2(4.9) 0(0)

Mother s Middle school 2(4.3) 1(2.2) 12.4) 2(5.4) 5.115

education High school 38(80.9) 35(76.1) 32(78.0) 29(78.4) (.824)
> Graduated school 7(14.9) 9(19.6) 6(14.6) 6(16.2)

Pamily's <2,000,000 6(12.8) 7(15.2) 8(19.5) 6(16.2)

] 2,010,000-3,000,000 15(31.9) 12(26.1) 12(29.3) 8(21.6) 3.891

income

/month 3,010,000-4,000,000 1327.7) 18(39.1) 11(26.8) 12(32.4) (.918)
>4,010,000 1877 919.6)  1024.4)  1129.7)

* population>1,000,000, ** 1,000,000)population>100,000
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(E 2) The scores of moral judgment[P(%), 4 stage] at each grade

Ist grade 2nd grade

3rd grade 4th grade Total

[tem

Mean(SD) Mean(SD)

Mean(SD) Mean(SD) Mean(SD)

45.81(14.37)
12.51(7.19)

48.92(11.28)
12.78(6.46)

P(%) scores

4 stage scores

44,74(13.42)
14.15(7.51)

42.69(11.44)
14.93(7.02)

40.45(15.32)
17.08(8.79)

(22 1) The change of moral judgment's scores[P(%), 4 stage] according to grades

60

50

./‘\’\o

40

——P(%) scores

30

—s=—4gtage scores

20
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0 | |

ist grade 2nd grade 3rd grade 4th grade
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3, &tdof| o2 = :;_ C}2d Els éﬂh (& 332,
[P(%)2 44+=] M| H|w ol il wet SS9 &Y gdeo] A4
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(& 3) The comparison of moral judgment’s scores[P(%), 4stage] according to grades
ftem Ist grade  2nd grade 3rd grade 4th grade F 0
Mean(SD)  Mean(SD)  Mean(SD)  Mean(SD)
P(%) scores 45.81(14.37) 48.92(11.28) 42.69(11.44) 40.45(15.32) Between groups 1.529 .235
sstage scores 12.517.19) 12.78(6.46) 14.93(7.02) 17.08(8.79) " ihingroups 1478 080
Time X groups  1.108 .398

4. stAZt = motEd[p(%)2t 44+=] A
9| Mg}
A7 &Y AP0t 443 A4 HskE 89l
3 Adte (G Ho} 7t

P(%) A4 Ao 98hda} 35hd 93kt 43hd 7t
of f-oJgt Wsh}h ebded 3, 437 1] pOs) 4
7} 2818 W o] P(%) Mol Hlel oot Wkt 44
F A4 1843} 43hd, 2hdat 48Tt 4ol
37} vep=d), 4shd wjo] 4502 )1, 28hd
9] 45 Aol vls foJskA = 3teh.

(¥ 4) The differences of moral judgment’s scores[P(%), 4 stage] according to grades

P(%) scores

4 stage cores

Gap of grades

Gap of scores t p Gap of scores t p
1st—2nd grade 3.11 1,156 251 27 192 .848
1st—-3rd grade -3.12 -1.117 .267 2.42 1.590 115
1st—4th grade -5.36 -1.650 .103 4.57 2.621 .010*
2nd-3rd grade -6.23 -2.553 .012% 2.15 1.484 141
2nd—4th grade -8.47 -2.898 .005% 4.30 2.567 .012*
3rd—4th grade -2.24 -.736 464 2.15 1.202 .233

*p<.05
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Korean J Med Ethics Educ 11(2) : 139-152, Dec 2008

Longitudinal DIT Study of the Moral Judgments of Student Nurses at
One University in Korea

LEE Mi-Aie*

This study was performed to measure the moral judgment (P(%) and 4-stage) scores of student
nurses four times over a three year period and to identify any statistically significant changes in
participants’ scores. Data were collected through self-reported questionnaires from student nurses at
one university in Korea from September 2005 to September 2008. The Korean version of the Defining
Issues Test (DIT) was adopted to evaluate the moral judgment (P(%) and 4-stage) scores of
participants. The results were as follows: 1) Participants” consecutive P(%) scores were 45.81, 48.92,
42.69, 40.45, with of a mean of 44.74; and their consecutive 4-stage scores were 12.51, 12.78, 14.93,
17.08, with a mean of 14.15; and 2) the scores of P(%) rose until participants reached their 2nd grade,
but then started to fall when they reached 3rd grade and continued to fall in the 4th grade, while the
scores of 4-stage increased steadily during the study period. These moral judgment scores, especially
those for 4th grade students, are very similar to the scores for Korean nurses. It is concluded that the
moral judgment of student nurses is affected by nurses during their practical training. This study
suggests that there is a need to develop the moral judgment of student nurses and nurses in nursing

education and practice.

© Keywords : Moral development, Nursing students, Nurses, Defining Issues Test

* Department of Nursing, College of Medicine, Dongguk University
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