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(Table) Contents of Advance Directives in United States

State Living will ~ Proxy Misc.
Alabama v v - organ donation(optional), transfer to physician or hospital that support AD
Arizona v v - organ donation(optional), autopsy, Physician affidavit(optional), funeral and

burial disposition(optional)

California v v - organ donation(optional)), statement of patient advocate or ombudsman

Colorado v v - organ donation(optional)

Connecticut v v - anatomical gift, conservator designation

Delaware v v - anatomical gift, designation of primary physician

Georgia v v - guardianship

Hawaii v v - organ donation(optional), designation of primary physician (optional)

Kentucky v v - anatomical gift

Louisiana v v - organ donation(optional)

Maine v v - organ donation, designation of primary physician

Massachusetts ~ none v - designation of primary physician(optional)

Michigan none v

Minnesota optional v - belief and values about health care

Mississippi v v + designation of primary physician (optional), organ donation(optional)

New Mexico  optional v « designation of primary physician

North Dakota  optional v - anatomical gift

Oklahoma v v - anatomical gift

Tennessee v v - quality of life and treatment, organ donation(optional) physician orders for
scope of treatment

Utah v optional

Vermont v v - others who may be involved in care, values & goals, end of life wishes, DNR
order, trial of treatment, ECT, mental health treatment, waiver of right to request
or object to treatment, organ donation, disposition of body after death

Virginia v v - appointment of an agent to make an anatomical gift or organ, tissue or eye
donation

West Virginia v v - combined medical power of attorney and living will

Wisconsin v v + anatomical gift(optional)

Wyoming v v - organ donation(optional), designation of primary physician(optional)

AD, Advance Directives; DNR, Do-Not-Resuscitate-Order; ECT, Electroconvulsive Therapy
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Advance Directives and Proxy Decision-making

Kim, Shinmi*

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the main features of proxy decision-making in advance
directives. Fifty-three advance directive documents from the US, New Zealand, and Korea were retrieved
through database searches and then analyzed. The following eight distinctive categories concerning
proxy decision-making were identified: 1) establishment of proxy authority; 2) certification of proxy
authority; 3) extent of proxy authority; 4) qualifications for proxies; 5) legal validity of proxy documents;
6) period of proxy authority; 7) revocation of proxy authority; and 8) exceptional regulations. It is pointed
out in this article that prior to the regulation of proxy decision-making in Korea, relevant experts should

consider each of the eight elements listed above and articulate clear guidelines for proxy decision-making.

Keywords
advance directives, proxy decision-making
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