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Casuistical Deliberation in Medical Ethics Consultation

Ilhak Lee*

Abstract

In this article casuistical deliberation is explained and examined in regards to whether or not it
is suitable for clinical ethics deliberation. Casuistry is the analysis of moral issues using reasoning
based on paradigms and analogies. Such case-based reasoning leads to the formation of expert
opinions about moral obligations that are general but not universal or invariable. Casuists try to
give guidance in cases in which no clear ethical principles can be applied and to categorize cases
into paradigms and maxims. This article provides a casuistical analysis of a clinical case and
argues that casuistical deliberation is an effective means of giving guidance on clinical ethics to

clients.
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