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<Table 1> The Characteristics of the Participants

Participant Patient
Sex Age Rei;til;n— Education = Religion Sex Age Typeofcancer  Period*
Casel F 34 Daughter College Prostestantism F 56 Breast cancer, 4 years
AML, M4
Case2 F 58 Sister Middle Buddism F 67 AML,M3 4 months
school
Case3 F 59 Wife Graudate No M 60 Colon cancer 1 year and
7 months
Case4 F 45 Wife College  No M 49 Lung cancer 2 year and
6 months
Case5 F 43 Wife High No M 48 Lymphoma 7 months
school (DLBL)
Case6 M 66 Husband College Catholicism F 65 Stomachcancer 2 years
* Period from the diagnosis of cancer to death or interview
F : female; M : male
<Table 2> Type and Characteristics of DNR
. , . . Primary care-
Participant Type Time at DNR Major decision maker giver
Casel Written consent 3 months before death Participant (daughter)  Participant
Case2  Written consent 1 month before death  Eldest son Husband
Case3  Oral consent 2 days before death Participant (wife) Participant
Case4  Written consent 3 days before death Participant (wife) Participant
Case5 Written consent 3 days before death Participant (wife) Participant
Case6  Oral consent Impending death Participant (husband)  Participant
DNR : do-not-resuscitate
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<Table 3> Significant Statements of the Participants and Their Formulated Meanings
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Understanding the Experiences of Family Members Who Make
Do-Not-Resuscitate Decisions for Cancer Patients

OK Jeonghui*, YI Myungsun**

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to understand the experiences of family members of who made do-not-
resuscitate (DNR) decisions for patients with cancer. A phenomenological approach was used to under-
stand and describe the decision-making experiences of such family members. The data were collected
by individual in-depth interviews from six participants at their homes. All interviews were audio-taped
and transcribed for later analysis. The data were analyzed using Colaizzi’s method to extract the major
themes that describe the essence of the DNR experience. Upon analysis eight themes emerged: com-
mitment to become a primary caregiver; painful acceptance of the impending death of the patient: DNR
as a sentence to death; the intensive care room as a place of execution; discreet DNR decisions made for
the patient’s comfortable death; DNR decisions made urgently without preparation; being alone with
the dying patient; feelings of guilt and lingering attachment to the death of a patient. These themes
characterize the DNR decision-making experiences of family members. The results of this study should
assist oncology professionals and others in the understanding of family members who make DNR deci-

sions on behalf of cancer patients.
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