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<Table 1> Demographic Characteristics of Subjects (n=208)
Characteristic Category n % Mean+SD
Age (yr) 20~29 26 12.5 40.04+8.72
30~39 69 33.2
40~49 86 41.3
50=< 27 13.0
Marital status Married 155 74.5
Unmarried 53 255
Religion Yes 116 55.8
No 92 442
Education 3 Years diploma 160 76.9
Bachelor= 48 23.1
Clinical experience 10 Years> 97 46.6 10.71+6.08
10 Years< 111 53.4
Clinical career for long term care hospital 3 Years> 106 51.0 3.2542.30
3 Years=< 102 49.0
Job position Staff nurse 149 71.6
Charge nurse 22 10.6
Head nurse 37 17.8
Number of beds 220> 119 57.2 227.85+48.00
220=< 89 4.8
Education experiences of caring in the age Yes 162 779
No 46 22.1
Friends with older people Yes 137 65.9
No 71 34.1
Preferences of caring for older people Highly prefer 37 17.8
Prefer 111 53.4
Normal 57 274
Do not prefer 3 1.4
Concerns for the elderly Very strongly 40 19.2
Strongly 97 46.7
Moderate 71 34.1

SD : standard deviation.
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<Table 2> Score of Moral Sensitivity, Attitude, and Nursing Practice (n=208)

Variable Possible range Mean+SD

Moral sensitivity 1~7 5.10+0.52
Patient oriented care 1~7 5.55+0.81
Professional responsibility 1~7 5.8440.65
Conflict 1~7 4.93+1.05
Moral meaning 1~7 4.28+1.01
Benevolence 1~7 4.5840.59
Attitude toward geriatric nursing 1~5 3.05+0.44
Geriatric nursing practice 1~4 3.78+0.34

SD : standard deviation.

<Table 3> Correlation of Moral Sensitivity with Subdomain, Attitude, and Nursing Practice

(n=208)
Subdomain of moral sensitivity
Moral
. . Patient Professional . Moral
Variable sensitivity . _~ Conflict . Benevolence
oriented care responsibility meaning
r (p) r (p) r (p)
r (p) r (p) r(p)
Attitude 0.10 0.19* 0.08 -0.08 0.04 0.18*
(0.158) (0.007) (0.269) (0.238) (0.609) (0.011)
Nursing practice 0.15* 0.24** 0.15% -0.04 0.07 0.09
(0.033) (<0.001) (0.030) (0.591) (0.320) (0.185)

*p<0.05, **p<0.001.
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Moral Sensitivity, Attitude, and Nursing Practices
for Older People among Nurses in Long Term Care Hospitals

CHANG Hye-Young*, SONG Ju-Eun**, KIM Yong-Soon***, YOU Mi-Ae***

Abstract

This study was a descriptive correlational study to examine the relationships among moral sensitivity,
attitude, and nursing practices for older people among nurses in long term care hospitals. Data collec-
tion was performed from June 30 to September 15, 2012 using a self-administered questionnaire from
208 nurses. The instruments used for this study were the moral sensitivity questionnaire, the scale for
attitudes toward age groups, and the nursing practices tool. The collected data were analyzed using IBM
SPSS Statistics Win 19.0 program. The mean score of the moral sensitivity was 5.10 out of 7 point scale
and the mean score of the attitude toward older people was 3.05 out of 5 point scale. On a 4 point scale,
the mean score of the nursing practices was 3.78. There was a significant positive correlation between
moral sensitivity and nursing practices. These results showed that the moral sensitivity was the impor-
tant factor of nursing practices among nurses in long term care hospitals. Therefore, it is necessary to
develop on-the-job training programs focused on improvement of moral sensitivity and positive atti-

tudes toward older people in order to high quality of nursing care in long term care hospitals.
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