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(Figure 1) Flow chart of study selection,
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PubMed
(n=1,608)
v
Excluded article (n=1,086)
- Species: human (n=110)
- Publication dates: 10 years (n=919)
Inclusion criteria (n=522) —» - Language: English (n=25)
- Full-text articles assessed for
eligibility (n=21)
- Journal article (n=11)
v
. _ Articles excluded after evaluation
Included article (n=76) —» of titles (n=446)
v
. _ Articles excluded after evaluation
Included article (n=57) —»> of abstracts (n=19)
v
. _ Articles excluded after review
Included article (n=53) > of full-text articles (n=4)
v
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Included article (n=50) - critical appraisal (n=3)
v
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X&Z H) 19T (descriptive comparative
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<Table 1> Characteristics of Studies (n=50)

Characteristic Subcontent Frequency, n (%)
Research type Empirical research 40 (80.0)
Theoretical research 10 (20.0)
Research design Descriptive study 32 (80.0)
Descriptive comparative study 3(7.5)
Methodological study 3 (7.5)
Intervention study 2 (5.0)
Research method Survey 20 (40.0)
Literature review 13 (26.0)
Interview 9 (18.0)
Focus group interview 3 (6.0)
Case study 2 (4.0)
Mixed method 2 (4.0)
Secondary analysis 12.0)
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<Table 2> Research Subjects (n=37)

o . Frequency,
Characteristic Subject
n (%)
Single subject Nurse 23 (62.2)
Advanced practice nurse 1.7
Nursing educator 2 (5.4)
Advance practice nursing students 1.7
Multiple subject Doctors and nurses 4 (10.8)

Nursing educators and nursing students
Nurses and social workers
Head nurses and staff nurses

Nurses, doctors, medical students, social worker et al.

3(8.1)
1Q.7)
1Q.7)
1Q.7)
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<Table 4> Related Concepts Regarding
Clinical Ethics Support Service (n=50)

Frequency,
Concept

n (%)
Ethical dilemmas 10 (20.0)
Ethical issue 8 (16.0)
Moral distress 7 (14.0)
Ethical decision making 7 (14.0)
Ethic code 3 (6.0)
Ethic attitude 12.0)
Ethical cultural & sensitivity 1 (2.0
Job satisfaction 1 (2.0
Ethical confidence 2 (4.0)
Ethical leadership 12.0)
Ethical obligation 1(2.0)
Ethical activism 1(2.0)
Ethical assertiveness 12.0)
Ethical education 7 (14.0)
Clinical ethic committee 5 (10.0)
Ethical guideline 2 (4.0)
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An Integrative Review of Clinical Ethics Support Services for
Clinical Nurses*

KIM Sanghee**, KIM Doo Ree***:***** SEQ Min Jeong***, LEE Senah****

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to review existing literature regarding clinical ethics support services
for clinical nurses. An integrative review method with five steps was applied. In the step of problem
identification, three issues were identified, including the characteristics of previously published research,
research subjects and interventions, and major concepts regarding clinical ethics support services for clin-
ical nurses. Relevant reports were searched from databases including PubMed, Cochrane library, and Jo-
anna Briggs Institute with key words regarding clinical ethics. Finally, 50 articles published between 2002
and 2012 were selected. It was found that most of the existing research was empirical with descriptive
study designs. Over 60% of this research focused on nurses as research subjects. Only two interventional
studies were retrieved. Major concepts related to clinical ethics support services were ethical dilemmas,
ethical issues, and ethical decision-making. On the basis of these results, this study recommends that

more interventional research is needed in support of ethics training for clinical nurses.
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