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<Table 1> Baseline Characteristics of Re-

sponders
o Responder,
Characteristic Category
n (%)
Sex Male 66 (64.1)
Female 37 (35.9)
Marriage Married 26 (25.2)
Single 77 (74.8)
Children Yes 16 (15.5)
No 87 (84.5)
Occupation Doctor 34 (33.0)
Nurse 54 (52.4)
Paramedic* 11 (10.7)
Medical techniciant 1 (1.0
etc.t 39

*Emergency medical technician. TMedical radi-
ation technologist. *Nursing assistant, security

guard.
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<Table 2> Concerning Features Associated with Child Abuse and Awareness

Feature Responder, n (%)
Young child with complaints related to genitalia 88 (85.4)
Burns with unusual distributions 85 (82.5)
Long-bone fractures 58 (56.3)
Young child with head injury 40 (38.8)
Young child with abdominal trauma 65 (63.1)
Delayed in seeking care for concerning condition 87 (84.5)
Parent’s excessive aggression on medical staff 67 (65.0)
Parental substance abuse or intoxication 83 (80.6)
A history that is inconsistent with the nature or the extent of the injuries 96 (93.2)
Unusual interactions between child and parent 85 (82.5)
Multiple trauma occurredon different time 96 (93.2)
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A Survey of Emergency Healthcare Workers’
Views about Child Abuse

LEE Seung Won*, CHA Won Chul*, SHIN Tae Gun*, SIM Min Seob*, JO Ik Joon¥*,
SONG Keun Jeong*, JEONG Yeon Kwon*, LEE Tae Rim**

Abstract
Child abuse is a serious social problem in contemporary Korean society. Health care providers have

an important role to play in combatting this problem. However, the reality is that the reporting rate
of child abuse among health care providers is very low. This survey, which was conducted during two
weeks in June 2013 sought to investigate the knowledge, attitudes, and experiences about child abuse
among workers in hospital emergency rooms. A total of 103 out of 112 people (92.0%) targeted subjects
answered a questionnaire concerning subjects’ characteristics, education concerning child abuse, aware-
ness, knowledge, attitudes in reporting suspected cases, and the ability to recognize signs of abuse.
Approximately 54.4% of subjects reported they did not receive enough training concerning child abuse,
only 26.2% claimed to know how to report child abuse, and 4.9% had any experience in reporting abuse.
The reason cited most often (75.7%) for not reporting suspected abuse was the fear of asking the
child’s parents. Approximately 67.9% of respondents did not know that they can be punished for fail-
ing to report suspected abuse. This study found that there are many obstacles to the proper reporting
of child abuse. Health care providers working in emergency rooms must uphold their ethical and legal
responsibilities when they suspect that abuse has occurred. For this purpose, education as well as legal

and social support is needed.
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