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<Table 1> Questionnaires on end-of-life care decision makings asked to Korean doctors [23]

End-of-life interventions

Explanation in Korean on each interventions

Voluntary active euthanasia ~ ‘I1§& A1

Physician assisted suicide
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Withholding life-sustaining ‘&7 &#}7} Q1%

management
Withdrawing life-sustaining
management

Palliative sedation
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1. HPCHAIKIC| YEHY EAM(Table 2)

AFIIAE BF QA 84 042 A
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<Table 2> General characteristics of the doc-

tors (N=84)
Characteristics Division Number (%)
Gender Male 52 (62.0)
Female 32 (38.0)
Age <35yr 20 (23.8)
=35yr 64 (76.2)
Religion Catholic 40 (47.6)
Protestant 17 (20.2)
Buddhism 2 (24)
None 25 (29.8)
Specialty Medicine 30 (35.7)
Surgery 32 (38.1)
Etc. 22 (26.2)
Marital status ~ Unmarried 13 (15.5)
Married 71 (84.5)

2SI A= 202%, AH 7159 H7H9 A
ol A& $Hdt A= 15.5%9th o 1%
AR 7)59 H7FE ARl AMRE SHI B
19.1%%th o] 5 A 7] v7tg A 24
A AHE, Ho T5AT 7)59) v]7hgF el

3, UZ7| &txt o|2 ZAX0|| LSt SO 05X Table 4)

4 537 okt A Hsto] 83%
St et na olof thalH & =27t
15.4% k. GARRHARA Aol o

o 3o 73 8%9] OJAM7} E o3t}
3 393, AYYRETo| thatel A 20.2%

<Table 3> Doctor’s perception towards the definition of death (N=84)
Definition of death Number (%)
Irreversible loss of function of all organs 11 (13.1%)
Irreversible loss of function of whole brain, heart and lung 27 (32.1%)
Irreversible loss of function of whole brain 17 (20.2%)
Irreversible loss function of heart and lung 13 (15.5%)
Irreversible loss of function of higher brain 16 (19.1%)
<Table 4> Doctors’ perception towards End-of-life care Decision-makings (N=84)
Statement on
. o . Agree Disagree Have no idea
End-of-life care decision-makings
VAE 7 (8.3%) 64 (76.2%) 13 (15.4%)
PAS 4 (4.7%) 71 (84.5%) 9 (10.7%)
WHLSM 62 (73.8%) 14 (16.7%) 8 (9.5%)
WDLSM 17 (20.2%) 50 (59.5%) 17 (20.2%)
PS 40 (47.6%) 21 (25.0%) 23 27.3%)

VAE : Voluntary Active Euthanasia, PAS : Physician Assisted Suicide, WHLSM : Withholding Life-
Sustaining Management, WDLSM : Withdrawing Life-Sustaining Management, PS : Palliative Seda-

tion until death.
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ZrAF(15.4%) At A (10.7%) Bt =2
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line) 6 2= w]=Abe] 9 W 7}5}3] (Ameri-
can College of Physicians-American Society
of Internal Medicine, 2000), 0] SA 9 A
A3}tol= 7S AFS] (Hospice and Palliative
Nurses Association, 2003), #]= A0~ ¢
3}2] 2 5}3] (American Academy of Hospice
and Palliative Medicine, 2006), u]=-2JA}¢
3] (American Medical Association, 2008),
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The Attitude of Doctors towards End-of-Life
Care Decision-Makings in Korea:
Focused on Palliative Sedation*:**

OH Seung-Min***, PARK Mi-Huyn**** KIM Yeong-Hoon***** KIM Pyung-Man****#**

Abstract

Palliative sedation (PS) is used to deal with refractory symptoms in terminally ill patients when all
other palliative approaches have failed. While it is not performed with the intention of hastening death,
it remains one of the most contentious medical practices in the context of palliative medicine. This
study aims to investigate the perception of doctors towards PS and other types of end-of-life care, and
to provide insight for developing medical guidelines for PS. A survey involving a written questionnaire
was conducted on doctors in five hospitals in South Korea. The questionnaire contained five state-
ments concerning medical decisions about types of end-of-life care, including PS. Doctors were asked
whether they agreed or disagreed with each statement. A total of 84 questionnaires were analyzed, with
a response rate of 93.2%. The percentages of agreement with the given statements on PS, voluntary
active euthanasia (VAE), physician assisted suicide (PAS), withholding life-sustaining treatment, and
withdrawing life-sustaining treatment are 47.6%, 8.3%, 4.7%, 73.8% and 20.2%. The majority of the doc-
tors surveyed in this study do not support PS for terminally ill patients in severe pain. The results of this
study suggest that appropriate medical guidelines and post graduate medical ethics education on the

end-of-life decisions should be provided for doctors in Korea.
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