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The Search for a Moral Metaphysics in Artificial Intelligence
Robot Medicine: The Responsibility of an
Electronic Human in Medicine*

JEONG Chang Rok**

Abstract

The European Parliament is currently considering a proposal to grant artificial intelligence (AI) robots
the legal status of “electronic persons”. This article examines the metaphysical status of Al robots and con-
siders the some of the ethical questions that arise from the use of Al robots in the practice of medicine. In
particular, would electronic human doctors have rights? And to what extent could they be held responsible
for their behavior? In answering these questions this article considers the concept of a “kill switch” and
how it relates to the notion of freedom that is presupposed by a Kantian understanding of responsibility.
The article also outlines some of the new horizons opened up by the arrival of Watson in medicine, includ-
ing the emergence of “self-care medicine” and the possibility of “universal self-care.” This article argues
that in light of the advent of electronic human doctors, the new role for human health care personnel is
that of a “kill switcher.”

Keywords
artificial intelligence medicine, an electronic human in medicine, moral responsibility, kill switch, self-care

medicine, universal self-care medicine
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