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-case 1-

“Discharge against medical advice — 58 year old male patient with subdural

hematoma’

58 year old male patient was brought to the ER of local hospital by colleagues in
semicomatous state. Brain CT found subdural hematoma on his left temporal area.
Neurosugeon of that hospital tried to contact his family, but he couldn’ t. So, he
started operation after getting permission of patient s colleagues. During the removal
of hematoma, patient bleeded so much and got a massive transfusion. 48 hours after
operation, patient s mentality was remained stuporous, and self-respiration returned a
little bit with help of artificial respirator. In that time, patient’ s wife and family
members eagerly asked to permit of patient s discharge because of their economic
reason. Surgeon explained about his survival chance and the serious result of
discharge but, he couldn’ t persuade changing wife' s decision. Patient died in his
house immediately after discharge.

1) In this situation, is the surgeon guilty or innocent?
2) If the surgeon is guilty, who should pay for the patient? In Korea, there isn’ t
budget in health insurance system for that kind of hospital cost.

-case 2-
“ Medical experimentation on orphans”
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One drug company in Korea did do clinical trial of live encephalitis vaccine
imported from China for evaluation of safety to 1-3 year old children in 3 orphanages.
Chief researcher of that trial, Dr. Park got informed consents from managers of 3
orphanages. The purpose of that trial is to get a permission of import of the vaccine.
The drug company gave some money to the orphanages.

1) Do the managers of orphanages get rights of agreement of that kind of trial?
2) In that situation, who should decide to give an agreement of that trial?

- case 3-

“Choosing a good or bad death’

In Chungchung province, people have thought bad death’ in dying outside of
home, traditionally. They want to die in their home surrounded by family members
and friends. So, sometimes, serious patients(family members) want to come back
home earlier even though enough treatment was not given. 2 months ago, family
members(sons and wife) asked to discharge of my 76 year-old patient who suffered
from terminal pulmonary tuberculosis with secondary bacterial pneumonia. If enough
antibiotic treatment was given, patient could survive for several months. But, his sons
said that they wanted his father died in his home.

What can I do between medical chance and cultural background?
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An Internet-Based Discussion on Korean Medico-Ethical Cases

CHEONG Yoo-Seock*

Three important medico-ethical cases of Korea were sent via e-mail to ethicists in
Israel, Canada, Japan, Germany, and the USA. The titles of the three cases are
Discharge against medical advice, ‘Medical experimentation on orphans, and
‘Choosing a good or bad death’ . The ethicists that were contacted agreed on several
important points. With respect to the first case, all participants agreed that not the
doctor but the health care system and the government are responsible. With respect to
the second case, all participants opposed to interventional medical research on
children who cannot give informed consent, unless there is a clear health benefit to
the children. Finally, in the third case, most participants agreed that the patient s own
decision is the most important factor in decisions regarding ongoing treatment.
Internet-based discussions of cases in medical ethics is a valuable and convenient way
1o receive the opinions of highly qualified ethicists from around the world.

Key Words : Intemet, e-mail, Boramae Hospital Case, Medical Experimentation
on Orphans Case, Good and Bad Death
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