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The Ethics of COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation

FANG Yin-Hual, KIM Ock-Joo?

Abstract

Border controls and social distancing have proven effective in containing the spread of COVID-19,
but the current pandemic will not end until herd immunity is achieved through the widespread
use of vaccines. Given the importance of vaccines in overcoming this global health crisis, and
the current imbalance between their supply and demand, ethical questions arise concerning how
COVID-19 vaccines should be distributed. This article argues that the guiding objectives for the
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines should be the reduction of inequality and the maximization
of benefits through the use of clear and transparent criteria for vaccine prioritization. Allocating
scarce medical resources such as vaccines is a long-term ethical challenge. Only an ethically sound

and well-coordinated vaccine distribution plan can ensure fair access for those in need.
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