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(Table 1) General characteristics of included studies (N=285)

Variables Categories (%)

Publication year 2018 37 (12.9)
2019 62 (21.8)

2020 60 (21.0)

2021 57 (20.0)

2022 69 (24.2)

Publication journals Domestic 214 (75.1)
Abroad 71 (24.9)

Research designs Quantitative 143 (50.2)
Descriptive study 3 (36.1)

Retrospective study 36 (12.6)

Intervention study 4 (1.4)

Qualitative 14 (4.9)

Qualitative study 13 (4.5)

Q-methodology study 1(0.4)

Review 118 (41.4)

Others 10 (3.5)

Triangulation study 5(1.8)

Instrument development research 3(1.0)

Dephi study 2(0.7)

Types of publication Health Science 164 (57.5)
journals Nursing 97 (34.0)
Medicine 60 (21.0)

Public health 6(2.1)

Pharmacy 1(0.4)

Ethical jurisprudence science 121 (42.5)

Law 74 (26.0)

Ethics 24 (8.4)

Social sciences 12 (4.2)

Administration 7 (2.5)

Convergence 4(1.4)

Subjects* Patients 45 (27.0)
Cancer patients 17 (10.2)

Non-cancerous patients 12 (7.3)

Mixed 16 (9.5)

Adult 34 (20.4)

Elderly 22 (13.2)

Adult & pre-elderly 12(7.2)

College students 30 (17.9)

Nursing student 21(7.3)

Others 9 (10.6)

Nurses 26 (15.6)

Doctors 6 (3.6)

Others 26 (15.5)

* 167 articles excluding reviews.
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A Scoping Review of Life-Sustaining Treatment System in Korea
(2018-2022)*
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Abstract

This scoping review examines the “System for Decisions to Forgo Life-Sustaining Treatment” in Korea from 2018
to0 2022 and is based on an analysis of 285 research studies, published in either domestic or international journals.
Of the articles examined, 164 (57.5%) focused on issues related to health science, while 121 (42.5%) addressed
ethical and legal aspects of the system. Articles in the former category of health science focused on advance care
plans, contemplation on death, decision-making, end-of-life care, biomedical ethics, and psychosocial factors.
Articles in the latter category of the ethical and legal aspects of the system focused on legal challenges, the right to
self-determination, death with dignity, surrogate decision-making, contemplation of death, biomedical ethics, and
legal frameworks. To ensure the system’ stable integration into society during this transitional period, it is crucial to
continuously assess its operation in clinical settings. Efforts to establish a societal consensus on dignified end-of-life

experiences and to conduct future multidisciplinary research should persist.
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