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Dental Ethics Education in Dentistry:

Where Did It Come from and Where Is It Going?

Junhewk Kim'
Assistant Professor, Department of Dental Education, College of Dentistry, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This commentary explores the historical development and current status of dental ethics education
in South Korean dental schools, which was explicitly initiated by the 2017 accreditation standards
from the Korean Institute of Dental Education and Evaluation (KIDEE). Although now mandatory
in all 11 dental schools in the country, dental ethics education remains in its early stages, with
a focus on professional integrity, ethical decision-making, altruism, and rationality. To address
the unique characteristics of dental practice, including preventive and aesthetic care, intensive
chairside communication, and business-related ethical issues, specialized ethics modules should be
incorporated into the curriculum. Continuous improvements in curriculum design, faculty training,
and evaluation methods are urgently needed. Most importantly, ongoing research and active
discourse on dental ethics within the dental community are essential to enhancing dental ethics
education.
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Table 1. Changes in dental ethics education in South Korea

Article Year conducted Main findings Changes in dental ethics education
Kang et al. [7] 2008 9 schools operate dental ethics course; only 3 schools Although all dental schools recognized the importance,
' have independent course for dental ethics. fewer than 1/3 established medical ethics courses.
10 schools operate dental ethics course; 6 schools o . .
Lee [8] 2010 have dental ethics course, and 4 schools have dental KIDEIEdac;;r?dltatlon slystem 'nd?dei.s hunjtamtles and
ethics integrated curriculum. social dentistry curriculum as evaluation criteria.
Lee etal. [9] 2012 [Data not available]
11 schools operate dental ethics course; 6 schools ; : - ;
) ' - Dental ethics education was explicitly provided at
Kim et al. [10] 2018 have dental ethics course, 2 schools operate multi- " 4ehal schools nationwide due to 2017 KIDEE

faceted dental ethics curriculum, and 2 schools

manage PBL or integrated course with ethics. accreditation standard changes.

KIDEE: Korea Institute of Dental Education and Evaluation, PBL: project-based learning.
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