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Im, Byung-Bin. (2007). A Proposal for a developmental paradigm of teaching
English through a reflection of Korean English education. Modern English
Education, 8(1), 171-190.

The history of English teaching in Korea has continued over one hundred
years since its beginning in the last decade of 19th century. In the past
time of "changing winds and shifting sands”, what is called a cyclical
paradigm (to use Kuhn's term), a series of teaching methodology have
been developed according to the national policy of teaching English,
societal environments, economic status, parents’ attitude for English
language, etc. However, there seem to have been many dilemmas in
Korean English education. Thus, this paper discusses some major issues
which Korean English teaching and learning have faced up till now: 1)
English teaching in elementary schools; 2) English textbooks for
secondary schools; 3) English listening & speaking tests for preliminary
college entrance examination; 4) English teacher education, etc. Finally,
this study suggests an alternative for advancing a step further toward
our teaching goal of achieving fluent English communication.

Keywords: [cyclical paradigm/alternative/fluent English communication/$=3}%]
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(1) The content and methodology of workshops should be perceived as being
personally relevant to participants.

(2) Theory should be derived from practice.

(3) The approach should be bottom-up rather than top—-down.

(4) Teachers should be involved in the structuring of the professional
development programme.

(5) Teachers should be encouraged to observe, analyze, and evaluate their
own teaching.

(6) Professional development programmes should provide a model for teachers
of the practices they wish to encourage, ie. they should practise what

they preach.
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