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Jung, Hee-Jung & Kim, Jie-Young. (2008). Predicting the variables for
difficulty of English reading proficiency test items for middle school students.
Modern English Education, 9(1), 307-323.

This study explored the variables that affect the difficulty of English reading
test items within the English Proficiency Test for middle school students. The
variables in this study were hypothesized on the basis of the previous
literature and the item development framework of the English Proficiency
Test. Correlation analysis was conducted to arrive at variables that could
predict the difficulty of test items. Six variables from the 12 hypothesized
ones were found to be correlated with the proportion of correct responses to
the reading questions in the English Proficiency Test. Regression analysis of
the six variables showed that those six variables explained 93% of the
difficult questions within the English Reading Proficiency Test.
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