Modern English Education, Vol. 11, No. 2, Summer 2010
BSL St&AtE ) F7h A9d Qoler] A Hla BA)

257
Stal)

j=
EREER

Kim, Dongkyoo. (2010). The analysis of ESL multinational learners’ English
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The purpose of the present study is to analyze multinational ESL learners' listening
strategies and to offer some applications to Korean EFL classrooms. A self-report
questionnaire, the Strategy Inventory for Listening Comprehension (SILC), was
administered to 141 college students at a major U.S. university to identify their use of
listening strategies in English. A total of 11 subcategories grouped into the three major
categories in the SILC were examined and analyzed according to their nationalities.
According to the results of the study, the students used several specific strategies
according to their origin. The results also showed that in all three major domains,
Korean ESL learners used less listening comprehension strategies as compared to
students from other countries. Especially, South American and European ESL students
used significantly more metacognitive strategies than Korean ESL learners. There was
also a significant difference in the use of social and affective strategies between Korean
ESL students and South American and European students. These findings suggest that
there is a dire need for Korean EFL teachers to introduce diverse listening strategies
and encourage their students to use effective listening strategies in order to enhance
their listening comprehension proficiency.
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Strategy Inventory for Listening Comprehension (SILC)

Directions

In the following, you will find statements about listening comprehension of English. Please read each
statement and write the response (1, 2, 3, 4, or 5) that tells HOW TRUE OF YOU THE
STATEMENT IS.

1. Never or almost never true of me

2. Usually not true of me

3. Somewhat true of me

4. Usually true of me

5. Always or almost always true of me

—_

. Before listening, I set myself up for task, e.g., I think how can I listen well or check whether I am
ready to listen well.

2. Before listening, I prepare my mind to concentrate; e.g., I try to focus on passages.

3. Before listening, I decide in advance to listen for specific aspects of passages, e.g., | have difficulty
in understanding figures in English passages so I will especially focus on numbers in passages.

4. Before listening, I plan to listen effectively; e.g., I will take notes when I listen to passages so that [
can check them later on.

5. Before listening, I decide to listen or think only in English.

6. While listening, I try to keep up with the flow of speech rather than getting stuck on unclear words
or phrases.

7. While listening, I ask myself what I am listening to, or what I have understood.

8. While listening, I check my comprehension to see whether it is right or wrong, according to my
existing knowledge.

9. While listening, I express my interest in the listening passages, and I am motivated to participate in

listening activities.

10. While listening, I am aware of my inattention to the passages and refocus on them.
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11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

19.
20.

21

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
29.

30.
31

32.

After listening, I reflect on my problems or difficulties, e.g., speech rate was too fast; key words
could not be understood; or my attention level was inadequate.

After listening, I evaluate how much I could understand, e.g., “I could comprehend 70% of the
text.”

When participating in listening comprehension, I look up new words and phrases first and then
listen.

When participating in listening comprehension, I concentrate on text-based aspects.

When I encounter an unknown word while practicing listening comprehension with an audiotape
recorder, I listen to it over and over.

When participating in listening comprehension, I relate passages to known words.

When participating in listening comprehension, I listen for structure; e.g., I listen for verbs and
then try to fit them with nouns, adjectives, etc.

When participating in listening comprehension, I use intonation, pausing to segment words,
phrases, or sentences.

When participating in listening comprehension, I try to listen to all the words or details.

When participating in listening comprehension, I piece things together from the details to

comprehend passages.

. When participating in listening comprehension, I listen to each word one at a time; e.g., I wait for

the first word I know, then another one. Then I see if I can put them together.
When participating in listening comprehension, I listen to sounds, rather than meaning.
When participating in listening comprehension, I listen for main ideas first and then details.
When participating in listening comprehension, I listen for the topic first and then details.

When participating in listening comprehension, I predict or make hypotheses for passages by
using titles or other hints provided from passages.
When participating in listening comprehension, I use my existing knowledge of passages in order
to make sense of passages.
When participating in listening comprehension, I guess the meaning of passages from the context
or speakers' intonation.
When participating in listening comprehension, I try to think only in English.

When participating in listening comprehension, I imagine a picture or make associations to
comprehend passages.
After listening to passages, I summarize the main ideas mentally or in written form.

When participating in listening comprehension, I translate words or sentences into Korean to
make sense of passages.

When participating in listening comprehension, I relate new information to my personal
experience, e.g., when listening to passages about traveling abroad, I connect the passages to my

own travel experience in foreign countries.
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33. When participating in listening comprehension, I relate new information to my world knowledge,
e.g., when listening to passages about China, I connect the passage to my knowledge of China.

34. When participating in listening comprehension, I use my linguistic and discourse knowledge.

35. After listening, I ask speakers for repetition or paraphrasing to clarify if I have unclear items.

36. After listening, I ask speakers or others in order to check whether my comprehension is right or
not.

37. When participating in listening comprehension, I encourage myself to reduce my anxiety;
e.g., “Iwillbe O.K.”

38. Write down just one listening strategy that you use often and you think the most effective.
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