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The purpose of the present study was to examine the effects of a blended learning 
method on students' achievement in an English reading and discussion class. In 
addition, this study attempted to describe students' attitude toward the blended learning 
method by a qualitative analysis. This study was conducted with 15 college students 
from October to December, 2009. The experimental group consisted of seven students 
who used a web-based bulletin board in a blended learning setting, and the control 
group consisted of eight students who studied using face-to-face learning. Each group 
partook in reading and discussion activities, employing literature and newspaper 
articles as main texts. The results of this study indicated that pre-reading activities 
using a web-based bulletin board had a positive effect on student speaking achievement. 
Results of the qualitative research provided useful insights in how to improve a 
blended teaching and learning method, in light of texts, CMC tools, discussion 
questions and its effects on language abilities. In sum, the present study suggests that 
blended learning can be an effective pre-reading activity. 
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1. Porcia on mercy  
 

Have you been merciful to others? Discuss merciful acts. 
What made Porcia forgive Shylock at the end?

2. Fashion awareness 
Why Koreans are obsessed with designer labels?
What is today’s trend? 
What do you think about ‘fast-fashion’?

3.Cellular taboos Tell me differences in cell phone usage between the young and the 
old? What is proper use of cell phone in public places?

4. Everyday lies Talk about lies that people tall most often. 
What are white lies serving good purposes?

5. Gender gap  Do you see any difference between the way women are treated today 
and the way they were treated when you were younger?

6. Driving in Seoul  How do you think driving in Korea compared to driving to other 
countries?

7. Dieting  Are you worried about your weight? Why or why not?
Is it easy for you to stay fit?
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 Circle one number only. 

1. Preparation  Did I think about the topic and prepare thoroughly before the class? 
1   2   3   4  5  6   7   8   9   10  

2. Content Did I prepare interesting content and thought provoking questions?  
1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10  

3. Delivery  Did I deliver the content in a smooth and confident manner? 
1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10  

4. Participation Did I encourage all class members to participate fully & equally?
1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10 

5. Aides  Were the discussion aids that I used useful in starting or furthering the discussion?  
1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10

Comments:  
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(Act 1) 1 point for each question.  
1. Who is Antonio afraid of and why? 
2. Which of these words do not describe Shylock?  
   greedy     Christian    kind   unforgiving    villainous   poor  
3. Choose the correct answer.  
   1) The people in the play live in England/France/ Italy. 
   2) The play is about love and death/ loyalty/ madness. 
4. Answer each question with one of these names:     
Salerio   Solanio   Gratiano   Bassanio   Nerissa   Portia   Shylock   Antonio 
  1) Who think s that too much money is a bad thing? ______________ 
  2) Who is often careless with money? ______________ 
  3) Who refuses to eat with Antonio? ______________  
  4) Who criticizes Antonio's attitude to life. ______________ 
  5) Who jokes about Antonio's mood? ______________ 
5. Act 1 is called 'The Agreement'. What is the agreement and who makes it? 
6. What do you think about this agreement? Is it a sensible agreement? Why (not)? 
 
(Act 2) 1 point for each question. 
7. Finish these sentences, using the words below.  
amusing   excited  foolish   happy   kind   sad   sweet   worried 
  1) Lorenzo thinks that Jessica looks ___________.  
  2) Gratiano is __________ about missing the masked party.  
  3) Solanio and Salerio think that Shylock's situation is __________.  
  4) Salerio is __________ about news from France.  
  5) Salerio thinks that Antonio is a ___________ man.  
  6) Antonio was _________ when he said goodbye to Bassanio.  
8. Is Jessica right to leave her father without telling him?  
9. Who would be a better husband, the prince of Morocco or the Prince of Arragon? Why (not)? 
10. Among eight suitors appearing in Merchant of Venice, who would you like to marry? 
11. What is your priority in terms of choosing your marital partners? 
 
(Act 3) 1 point for each question. 
12. Put these in the order they happen. Number them 1-7.  



  1) Portia gives Bassanio a ring. ____ 
  2) Shylock plans his revenge. ____ 
  3) Portia meets Jessica. ____ 
  4) Bassanio hears bad news. ____  
  5) Portia and Nerissa leave Belmont. ____  
  6) Antonio is taken to prison. ____  
  7) Bassanio leaves Belmont. ____  
13. One word in each sentence is wrong. Correct the mistakes.  
  1) Shylock has been taught about revenge by Jews. 
  2) Shylock wants to punish Lorenzo. 
  3) Shylock is told that Jessica exchanged his ring for a cat. 
  4) Portia wants Bassanio to choose the box immediately. 
  5) Bassanio chooses the lead box because it looks pretty. 
  6) Anotonio's problems have strengthened him.  
  7) Portia wants Gratiano to manage her business.  
  8) Portia sends her servant to Venice to see her cousin.  
  9) Portia is taken to prison.  
  10) Portia gives Bassanio a bracelet.  
 
(Act 4, 5)  
14. Which do you think is Shylock more upset about: the disappearance of his daughter or of his 

jewels and money? (2 points) 
15. What problems will there be when Bassanio and Portia meet? (2 points) 
16. How will Jessica feel when she hears what happened to her father? (3 points) 
17. Imagine the conversation between Jessica and her father. (3 points) 

18. This play is a comedy. Did you expect this ending? If you could make a new ending, what 
changes would you make? (3 points) 
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