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The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of pre-reading activities on the 
English reading comprehension levels of Korean high school students and to find 
effective pre-reading activities for various reading levels and abilities, so that this study 
can help students comprehend English texts more effectively. For this purpose, three 
out of four groups of subjects with the same reading ability were presented three 
different pre-reading activities respectively; a pictorial activity, a pre-questioning 
activity and a pre-teaching vocabulary activity. The final group was not given any 
pre-activity. After the activity, the four groups were tested on the reading 
comprehension. The result was that the three experimental groups who were given the 
pre-reading activities achieved higher scores than the control group. While looking for 
the most appropriate pre-reading activities for students' level, it appeared that 
pre-questioning activities were more effective for the high-level students and 
pre-teaching vocabulary activities for the low-level students. In conclusion, pre-reading 
activities had positive effects on the enhancement of Korean high school students' 
reading comprehension ability, therefore using pre-reading activities to activate 
students' schema is a valuable tool for reading instruction.  
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Title Amazing Predictions for the Future 

Aims of this 
period 

Students can read with comprehension a story about the amazing things that may 
happen in the future 

Procedure Activities 

Pre-reading 

Pictorial context Having students describe or answer the questions according 
to given pictures related to the text 

Pre-questioning Having students answer the questions related to the text and 
talk about their opinions on the topic of the text. 

Pre-teaching 
Vocabulary 

Presenting key words and expressions, and having students 
guess the meaning of words 

Reading Having students read silently and try to understand the main idea 

Post-reading Asking students to check if students understand the meaning 
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Your 

Own Picture 

 1.  2.  3.  4.  5. 6. 

 

door-to-door driverless taxis  video wristwatch 

miracle chips  computer wear 

virtual reality helmet   your own opinion ___________________ 

 

  . 
1. What do you think will happen in science and technology in the future? 
2. Have you heard any amazing predictions for the future? 
 

       . 
1. Is it easy to predict the future? 
2. What may future eyeglasses whisper into your ear? 
3. What will high-tech clothes be able to do? 
4. What will a video wristwatch be used for? 
5. What can you do with a VR helmet? 
6. What will you have to do ride an automated taxi? 
7. How will the taxi fare be paid? 
8. What will help parents find a lost child in the future? 
9. What do futurists do? 
 



 Activity 1 
     . 
 
amazing (a) - causing great surprise or wonder 
prediction (n) - (v) predict: the act of seeing the future happening 
portable (a) - that can be moved or carried 
whisper (v) - to speak or say very quietly 
virtual reality - (n) a world , which seems almost real to the people in it, created by computers 
destination (n) - a place to which someone is going 
recognition (n) - (v) recognize: the fact of knowing someone or something 
government (n) - (v) govern: the group of people who control and direct a nation  
 
1. He made a _____________________ that Tom would be famous. 
2. "Listen!” she _______________. 
3. You can enjoy _______________ on a computer anytime. 
4. The Korean _______________ is planning new tax increases. 
5. We finally arrived  _________________. 
6. What a ___________________ film! 
7. This computer has a voice ______________ system. 
8. He wants a ___________ television as a birthday gift. 
 

 Activity 2  
           . 

 
1. appear (1) to become able to be seen 
          (2) to seem 
                           
A car appeared over the hill. (  ) 
 
2. stick  (1) a thin rod of wood 
         (2) not to move 
 
I can't get this door to open - it keeps sticking. (  ) 

 



 
 

320-060    5  
Tel: (041) 735-1961/ H.P.: 011-9885-8342 
Email: heejunghan@hanmail.net 
 

 
   

314-701    182 
Tel: (041) 850-8189/ H.P.: 011-456-8189 
Email: rainbow@kongju.ac.kr 
 
Received 30 September 2010 
Reviewed 13 November 2010 
Revised version received 3 December, 2010 




