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This paper aims to clarify some conceptual confusions concerning 'Teaching English in
English (TEE)' policy in Korea. Despite the national drive, TEE has not been well
received by Korean teachers, partly due to the mismatch between the test-orientation of
the actual classrooms and the communicative orientation of TEE. Many teachers seem
to prefer the English-Please class to the English-Only class: the English-Please class
promotes maximal use of English, yet allows judicious use of the mother tongue to
help less-prepared students. However, many surveys have reported quite the opposite
results. I argue that this mismatch between the reality and the survey results derives in
part from the incoherent uses of the term 'TEE': while it is declared to be the English-
Only policy, its actual use in most survey questionnaires implies the English-Please
policy. Three surveys were examined and found to exhibit such conceptual confusion,
yielding distorted results. Based on the reinterpretation of the previous survey results,
this study suggests that the educational authorities in Korea should abandon the
English-Only policy and adopt the English-Please policy: the former is simply
unrealistic and the latter is a step taking us in the direction of maximizing the use of
English, which is the true spirit of Communicative Language Teaching.
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(Phillipson, 1992, p. 185)
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education)’©] U5 @¥Hdolgle= 4L HEAH T (Anton & Di Camilla, 1998;
Atkinson, 1987; Baker & Kanter, 1981; Butzkamm, 2003; Cole, 1998; Harbord, 1992;
Krashen & McField, 2005; Miles, 2004; Phillipson, 1992; Prodromou, 2002;
Wigglesworth, 2002).
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2002, 2008; Yoon-Kyu Kim, 2009; McKay, 2009).
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> Pm sorry but I don’t have much patience with the claims that a little of the L1 is good for
students because it makes them feel “comfortable.” I think that it may be a case of “comfort now, pay
later.” . . . it is absurd (in my opinion) to talk a language other than the target language for any reason
at all. The fact is that you have to break some eggs in order to make an omelet and you have to face a
few moments of discomfort in order to learn a language. So what? (Tillyer, 2002).
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dgoto] WAL 3P 7)RH ataEe FolR sk T
FHE v

o wEIAAelRe] AL tale]  ofdat A BEo] WA
MR FHste] gz AdPste= e AdHAFS A
AR 2 LEQd(F A EENS, 2001, p. 9).
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OS Zoll ﬁ%oﬂf‘i ARSI A A e ARESfof ok
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Korean class in Korean and English), =& ‘w3t AS(*warm ice) o] &
FANEEOIY EeEA Rl Aot
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7 Some teachers tended to perceive TETE as equivalent to the use of English in managing the
classroom. This confusion may be due to the fact that the Korean MOE, after announcing the TETE
policy, named the materials they designed to aid in-service teachers as ‘classroom English’ (CE)
materials. However, in literature, . . . TETE refers to a state of affairs in which English is used to the
full extent, for any pedagogical purposes, when organizing teaching activities or chatting to students
socially (Sung-Yeon Kim, 2008, p. 59)

TETE does not mean that teachers should use English all the time; tasks can be tailored to facilitate
some English use by the classroom teachers. This will increase their confidence, which leads to more
occasions of using English (Sung-Yeon Kim, 2008, p. 68).
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Tl gt ey R '632—> 310 wo =z AGstE, ozl
TE2A] Faod AN 13 EQ001Y)E [RF3]e1dE =9k, 2-
33 2H2002-20031 )= [RE2l014S AAEH, 49z 004)E (RIS
A gt g st Ak %13, 2000, p. 61)014 & 4 Aol WS+ TEE
Ao B g Enghsh Only THES A&star = A olth English-Please %l
At (2219 (R3]S BE FolA 100% Fol 27 W3 5= English-
Only THEHS Lfdste AAHoNA A HOE AMESh= TEES &4
FENd ¥l Fo|r)

TEE7} English-Please “=%°] ©FY#}t English-Only Folehs w539
A7t HZ TEE EA4stE 98l wSagsridels #1kek TEE B7F
A A oA ThA] g ERR13E 4= QT

TEE S qolsh gols £
Fge ofglel o, B3 % B s
So @40 Qelst @FAR B8t +q3 fesl dEd WA}
FelzA ol Avht A@sA ALgs, Avhp EEHoR
Ske] 4 BB WS Lk (oA, 2000, p.7)

=% TEE 9 4= =8 & 479 Ldfeh Etole EshaL, “tiFEe
WAHES TEE & W5d] WP E AHgste A7t ol Enghsh Only 1
English-Mostly * ¢} 2-& Fe|2 <l2»stx dtfar FAE A tKSung-Yeon Kim,
2008, p. 51).’
English-Please®] 7d-%-*1%, English-Mostly= ‘t¥-& Holz HdgPsi= 9=

AQee 2Adz AeaAT

° The findings indicate that most of the teachers perceived TETE as different from simply using
English for classroom management purposes. Their definition of TETE included either mostly or
only English for all instructional purposes. Teacher anxiety associated with classroom teaching was
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g o]# e wAFES] 42, Yo TEE A& AFHoz S8y s
5o HEE HoFEtlr] HUE, 5ol TEE A d& JHAE
e AAbsHE Ao gabEch S o), o]5F71(2003) = A A g B 9o,
o] TEE & o] AUAA 4Rl English-Only %1%+
¥ Q7] wiel, wAbEo] TEE A2 AAE A
frajstot Avbd g ow XH-akal, TEE Aldel] -
o]t}
F=o] Ao A= TEEZ English-Only®  ©]3]3}7] .t}  English-Please =
Aol nAte] AAFEE wolal ARA SR Jo]E o] Fol AMEs e
< oty 23y wH g2 TEE 422 #43] English-Only
star o, Tl wEeh s o], 238 TEECl oig
ARZ3E ASkA7]aL, TEE A&l s AF3Hs SibAl7]an Jlvkar
1, 2008; Yoon-Kyu Kim, 2009). ‘7}53% go]& AL-83 X 2KEnglish-
2 wrolEolthd whijd iR E vhfed do v QA YEYE
| AR oY, Rzl do]E  Steh(English-Only) ™
WAFES] O3 FA A o] = Fhfel] §17] wiitolth
wARSO] TEE Aol AFzE =7 e 9
1| &35h7] Wik o}lYtl  English-Only %2
RF oAl wHo] "Wojx wg-dhg ulg
phdo R SEprbHA A ol e AR Qi =ort Fad Fitol
AolA = Golet Euols AHs| A WMo @g&AHo|tal wdsy]
wolth (Wi, 2002; AZHRL FZA, 2003; 3 -84, 2000; Chin-Hyon Kim,
2004; Yoon-Kyu Kim, 2009).
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notable although the teachers did not seem very anxious about interacting with their students in
English (Sung-Yeon Kim, 2008, p. 51).
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Study after study has reported that children in bilingual programs typically outperform their
counterparts in all-English programs on test of academic achievement in English. Or, at worst,
they do just as well....There is no doubt that, when it comes to English acquisition, native-
language instruction is part of the solution, not part of the problem" (pp. 7-10)
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