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As a discourse structure awareness tool, graphic organizers (GOs) have been highly
recommended and used in contemporary classrooms. Over the past decade, a number
of concerns have been raised about claims for the effectiveness of GOs. There is a
need for research studies with second language (L2) students and with more
extended instructional exposure time. The purpose of this paper is to develop the
model of teaching reading strategies made up of GOs, which directly represent the
discourse structures of a text. Through this study are proposed 9 generic forms of
graphic representations that apply to regularly recurring text structures. The methods
and procedures for applying GOs to reading comprehension are based on the
O'Malley & Chamot's CALLA: Preparation-Presentation-Practice-Monitoring-In
depth activities. It was concluded that GOs should be adopted in reading and writing
instruction, and that the discourse structure should be considered in developing
teaching-learning materials.
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(Alvermann, 1986; Armbruster, Anderson & Meyer, 1991; Guri-Rosenblit, 1989; Slater &
Graves, 1989).
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(1) <] (definitions)
of|: A wristwatch is a mechanical time-telling device that is worn on a band about the wrist.

(2) H]1l-T = (comparison-contrast)

1 2

comparison

contrast

o (¥]1L) Kennedy was killed on exactly the same day of the week as Lincoln.
(HZ)The extrovert loves crowds, however, the introvert is fond of solitude.

(3) ¥21-A3} (cause-effect)

a _
b _—
c " A

ol : Children watch too much television, as a result, they lose creativity.

4) =4-1+4 (process-sequence)

o]: Beat the eggs well, after that, pour them into the pan.
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(5) i=Al-31 A (problem-solution)

__» | Solutions

Problem 1.
(who, what, why) 2.
3.

(6) 71=- - (description-classification)

(7) +=2](argument)

Argument/Claim
Thesis statement

e v R

Evidence 1 Evidence 2 Evidence 3

\ Conclusion A/

(8) & 2]-REt) (for-against)

For Against

Position 1

Position 2
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