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The purpose of the current study was to explore the role of case writing as a way to
encourage pre-service English teachers to reflect on their teaching experiences and to
determine the extent and types of reflection manifested in their case writing. The
participants were 26 pre-service English teachers in their senior year enrolled in an
undergraduate teacher development program in Korea. Case writing reports during a
one-month practicum, along with focus group interview data, were qualitatively
analyzed through content analysis method using computer-based qualitative research
software program (Nvivo 10). It was found that many of the student teachers wrote
about cases in the area of classroom teaching activities, classroom management
problems, and the possible solutions to deal with the issues. With regard to the levels of
reflection, most of the contents analyzed were found to be under the descriptive
reflection category, which means that student teachers not only described the events but
tried to provide reasons or interpretations for problems or actions. From the findings it
is suggested that case writing can be used as a valuable tool for student teachers to
develop their reflective capabilities as future teachers and is one way to encourage their
professional growth.
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What is hoped is that in the process of doing these assignments, novice teachers . . .
may learn to appreciate the complexity of the teaching task without becoming
overwhelmed by it; in carefully analyzing one piece of the puzzle, students often find
that other pieces fall into place more easily. In addition, they may learn how to
approach future problems more systematically and be reassured by that ability. They
may learn the importance of triangulation- the need to gather more data from a variety
of sources before drawing any conclusions. ( p. 178)
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