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Choi, Soo Joung. (2013). The possibility of critical pedagogy in TESOL teacher
education in Korea. Modern English Education, 14(2), 239-262.

The present study examines the experiences of eleven pre- and in-service English
teachers in one semester-long graduate seminar designed to introduce critical pedagogy
in TESOL. Data were collected from multiple reflection papers and observation notes
throughout the spring semester of 2011 and were analyzed qualitatively. The findings
demonstrate that the majority of the participants in the study found the content of the
critically-oriented seminar hitherto unheard of and thought-provoking, which they
consider to be important for future teachers to learn. Provided with the opportunities to
deconstruct the monolingual paradigm and native speaker superiority and to imagine
more democratic TESOL practices in Korea, they gradually began to view themselves
in a positive light, regaining self-confidence as legitimate and competent teachers of
English. In addition, the teachers articulated that they wanted to introduce what they
had learned in the seminar to their students so that the students could become critically
aware of issues related to the global spread and power of English in the contemporary
world, as well as its socio-cultural manifestation in their lives as users of English. The
study draws attention to the importance of developing a balanced approach to Korean
TESOL that not only helps students improve their communicative competence, which
is indispensable in the global era, but also ensures they do not lose sight of inequalities
and oppression intricately related to current TESOL practices.
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