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During the last several decades, a continuous effort has been made to revise the English
education system in Korean schools. Despite its massive reform, the focus of the
change has been limited to the realm of primary and secondary levels. Considering the
increased importance of English in the globalized world, the reform needs to include
the tertiary level of education. To this end, the study is set out to investigate the present
state of college education in Korea by conducting focus group interviews and surveys
to a group of administrators and professors in charge of college English programs in
Korea. The results revealed that there was a discrepancy in the curriculum objectives,
contents and their assessment methods. Secondly, a majority of the programs did not
include any evaluation procedure to assess whether the students had met program goals
upon completion. In cases where assessments were made, they often showed
discrepancy with the objectives and contents of the courses. Thirdly, approximately
50% of the schools divided students according to their proficiency levels; yet a vast
majority expressed a strong need for leveling in English classrooms. Lastly, most of the
administrators and professors expressed difficulties in hiring and managing native
English faculties and called for increased support. This study suggests that in order to
English education programs at college levels to succeed, a continuous needs analysis

and program evaluation should be a prerequisite.
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