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Lee, Jeong-Won. (2015). An analysis of comma usage errors in EFL
learners’ English writing performance. Modern English Education, 16(3),
213-229.

The purpose of the current study is to investigate how EFL college students
use comma in their writing to see types of comma usage errors and frequency
of the errors they commit when they perform writing in English. For this study,
110 college freshmen were divided into three groups depending upon their
English writing proficiency; they were asked to write an essay of two genres
(descriptive and narrative) each; and the comma usage errors they committed
were categorized into 12 types and analyzed based on two criteria of error
analysis (omission and addition). The results were as follows: 1) As for some
types (e.g., adverbials, preposition phrases), they seemed to recognize correct
usage of comma; 2) among the errors regarding comma usage, they made
more errors of omission than those of addition; 3) one interesting finding in
terms of the errors of addition was that they made errors associated with
conjunctions frequently; and 4) there was no substantial difference in their
comma usage errors according to their writing proficiency. Overall, it can be
safely said that EFL college students need to learn accurate comma usage
desperately when writing in English for effective written communication.

[English writing/comma usage/punctuation/error analysis/

gl 27VHEE ARTFH/LF 4

L M2
AREA BHES, AR 9D A9 ddE s BAE B oA
a%e] Fa4ol FUH T g AHANAUL 2012, FA4 Ao)E AHER EHHA

T,

e Fdvistue A7 A9e we A




214 ol <

QN ANRES 98l A T ALgel sl 12T Best Yok A 5
of g7 AMgh=

D=,

N
9
R
i)
5
M
o3
o
[
gt
p‘L
K
Y
QL
rr
o
o
N
rE
L rlo
fitl
T
wr, o
4

2012, p. 13).

+ A woman: without her, man is nothing. (434 2] = 2.4
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+ A woman, without her man, is nothing. (‘g4 2
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a. Stop, Bill!

b. Stop Bill!

c. All of the students who studied passed the test.

d. All of the students, who studied, passed the test.
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wol S vehds S ouidte ofel hel] W= 2Au} FEw-eed
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: There was a bus stop near the Chun-Cheon Station.
: I have met her for 4 years, and I will meet her in the future.
: When [ was a high school student, I had no friends to play with.
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1= I cannot exactly remember how we met at the first time, but I think it is not
strange but natural.
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127HA 2 YA d(d 29 f-9 3, 2013; Chan, 2010; Hacker, 2009; Hogue, 2003;
Swan, 2005), T, FARE, UG, FARS], FARE XA A, 18, 54, =
2L, 54, AEAE L3lolt) At FollA W ZF el tigk oAl of
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= The price is very expensive, but I think it is valuable experience.
My major is computer graphic design, so I had to do drawing work.
+ H-AF4: When I was 10 years old, I met him at first time.
» L}<&: We like same singer, subjects, food, song, color, and so on.
+ 5-A}of: However, the hospital wasn’t open.
Unfortunately, we changed the tickets.
o F-A}-: Last weekend, I met my friends that I went to high school.
+ A XA} After playing table tennis, I was very tired.
In addition, I like eating.
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+ Z]74: My hometown is in Changwon, Kyung Nam.
+ 21-8-: The boy talked me always, “When you have hard trouble, you can lean on me.”
« 3 74: Hello, teacher.
» 5=} My friend’s parent’s wedding day is 27 October, 1991.
+ &7 1love her, my best friend Yedam.
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7} 9 Aol ©ol 4 zpol7) FAA OE ol @ thp =.012).
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shAgol b A=l wheh & ZelA BA HE B 4y AHE
LFCrE, F7hE A= T Rjlo] FAA A A= £ 63 k.
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2 3 4 AHE 5 A7t 5 a7
T 131(12.39)" 208(40.78) 19(10.79) 227(33.09)
FAhA 240(22.71) 60(11.76) 23(13.07) 83(12.10)
U 149(14.10) 21(4.12) 29(16.48) 50(7.29)
Halo] 190(17.98) 105(20.59) 28(15.91) 133(19.39)
AR 80(7.57) 19(3.73) - 19(2.77)
A A AT 242(22.89) 53(10.39) - 53(7.73)
A = 4(0.38) 2(0.39) - 2(0.29)
RES 2(0.19) 37(7.26) - 37(5.39)
] 3(0.28) 5(0.98) 3(1.70) 8(1.17)
A 5(0.47) - 6(3.41) 6(0.87)
7 11(1.04) - - -
&AL - - 68(38.64) 68(9.91)
A 1,057(100) 510(100) 176(100) 686(100)
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=4, I d &+ of course, in fact, in addition, for

Atk 1 oAl ofefel Aok

1) F-AF4: Although you fight your best friend, you can easily solve this problem with
best friend.
2) Z A A} By the way, one of the friends enter the army in October.
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3) So, I introduce the other my best friend, jean heck Jang.
4) But my hometown, Gwang-Myeong, there are many my friends.
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5) I like to play soccer and he also liked play soccer.
6) He hobby is computer game and pingpong and he wear mostly sweatsuit because he is
university EJ % athlete.

thgo 2 Falo] tgo] RS Fehd 497F wksd, o] Afoln el
A AT e Aot mETIA R, dRe ARgo]l Aueldd 4 gly] wie
2 Bl 3§

SHAITE ol & A9 HE ARgo] WE=A] H Q3 HARoj(d
however, next, also, anyway, fortunately, surprisingly)°l] i< 1 &HAY 54
Fo] AAA7]7] g A E=7F Q)] Bl

7) Also he was very shrewd.

8) Anyway my best friends live Dae-Jeon and Gwang-myeong.

9) Next I have dinner Barbaque Pork...

10) Surprisingly we all assigned same class in 3 years of middle school.
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Faro] viehgizel, AL AAATAY AES] AEH Apgo] bsd A
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11) F-A}*: Last weekend I have a party for my birthday!!
12) 7 %] A}*: At that time we are same class.

13) A'§: He is from Gyeongnam Geochang...

14) ©1-8-: She said “ I get a confidence thanks to you!”

sl, &AL ol dEE AR HEA f 3k

woketl, = because, that and, but, after V/}u of & A&, ofyH
that thal AEE ARESE A97F AATHA DS, F95, 2011). 53], 15), 16), 17)
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15) But, the other hospital is very far as for my home.
16) I like it because, there are so many coworkers.

17) After, I finished my class on Friday,...

18) So I used train, I like, and arrive Yong-San Station.

19) In addition he’s role is captain, my role is stadium host.
20) It looks strange, my best friend is a boy.

FAbel @ flelA g AAF das X HRE e LHE ¥
AATE QA eFE Aol Hrlehes eRE AT, T2 A Hghe] 9
n)7b opd «xgrojit «olA7o] om 2 AR now theol HEE Ul
0%7} Wokal, often Theoll H7lehs A% woll =T ol8dt H7 of+=
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21) Now, he and I divided because of university.
22) ...and often, another friends talked to me...

b oF FolA SEApEe] & dolFolol & HE A F st BAME
3 gEE Aol AP A9 BRd & A%l mpE AEE AFEEH
W B & Aot AEES A8 gt SEAEe tl BRel o
SAA o] 4ES AR Aot 05E BHe wel W, Bule] ¥4}
dol & A% 2 PP ol HEE ASAAE o HE Ao dEiE B
A QA4S 94 BE Ao tehuth ol FA3 FH5A B¢l U@
FEW o3l REF AL BHom el %3 &+ vk

23) I decided it, when I tired.
24) Last weekend, I went to my home town, because last Sunday was my birthday.

A gre ® HrE ek weaEA gk Tk o 5 A T
ARE HUbehe o7, fdA AR 5 S d4s)
AEALE AR o &AL ool RS et 497 2ol whydd Ay
A, o] old U BE T AHKAIR AT o
of 4EE 7 & =
HEAL Sholl 415 AFElloF sttbe 3]s 7Y Y rtSKovergeneralization) 3] A]
A QFE FEHETL

25) They are free now, but me.
26) So I used train, I like, and arrive Yong-San Station.
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i 48(12.44)" 64(42.11) 8(15.39) 72(35.30)
FARE 84(21.76) 19(12.50) 7(13.46) 26(12.75)
g 54(13.99) 7(4.61) 4(7.69) 11(5.39)
Aol 70(18.14) 32(21.05) 13(25.00) 45(22.06)
FAE 32(8.29) 3(1.97) - 3(1.47)
AR A 82(21.24) 12(7.89) - 12(5.88)
A 4(1.04) - -
Q18 1(0.25) 14(9.21) - 14(6.86)
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27) A1"4: He is from Gyeongnam Geochang...
28) <=A}: And, my birthday is 27, May, 1993.
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