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Kim, Hyeon Okh. (2016). Current practices and challenges of English teacher
education: An analysis of curriculums of the graduate school of education in
Korea. Modern English Education, 17(1), 205-226.

The study investigated the current practices of English teacher education by comparing
curriculums of the graduate school of education against five standard domains: 1)
language proficiency and its instruction; 2) knowledge in linguistics and applied
linguistics; 3) knowledge in literature; 4) pedagogical knowledge and curriculum
design; and 5) teacher research and practicum. A total of 2,192 courses operated by 78
schools were analyzed in terms of the distribution, focus, and balance of the five areas.
The findings show that only ten schools have separate curriculums for pre-service
versus in-service teachers, with the core curriculum centering around the foundational
requirements for the pre-service teacher education. The results also demonstrate that
the area of pedagogical knowledge and curriculum design ranks the highest with 589
courses, followed by the domain of language proficiency and its instruction with 576
courses. While the areas of literature and linguistics include 489 and 421 courses
respectively, they need to strengthen methodological components beyond the
theoretical knowledge and understanding of literary works. The courses for teacher
research and practicum are quite limited in scope and number, calling for reformulating
curriculums towards a more field-sensitive and reflection-driven model for cultivating
English teachers with professionalism and teaching excellence.
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