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Kim, Sung Hye. (2016). Analysis of student responses to constructed response
items in English of the National Assessment of Educational Achievement. Modern
English Education, 17(3), 245-262.

The present study aims at analyzing student responses to constructed response items in
order to obtain detailed information on academic achievement and to draw suggestions
for enhancing curriculum, teaching, and learning. The data is compiled of students’
responses to constructed response items on the National Assessment of Educational
Achievement (NAEA) from 2010 to 2014. The responses of around 7,000 to 8,000
students from sample-based testing schools regarding two constructed response items
(one item from speaking and the other from writing) were analyzed. The responses
were classified based on their content and then analyzed in relation to achievement
level. According to the analysis results, detailed information regarding the
characteristics of students’ educational achievement from each achievement level was
obtained. Most of the students had difficulties in using formulaic expressions such as
‘what about’ and ‘how about’ by considering grammar, meaning, and context. In
addition, low-advanced and proficient level students understood the content but were
unable to speak and write correctly. It is shown that basic and below-basic level
students did not understand basic vocabulary and sentence structures to determine the
main ideas of a text or dialog.
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: What do you want to do this summer?

: I want to learn how to play badminton.

: That sounds great.

: Why don’t you learn with me?

: Good idea. How should we start? Should we take group lessons?

: Wait a minute. | heard that Shelly is really good at playing badminton.
: You mean the girl with long hair who doesn’t talk very much?

: Right. asking Shelly to teach us?

: Well, maybe. Could you ask her about it?

: Sure. I’ll see her in class tomorrow. I’ll ask her then.
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Money often appears as a key need for people. People with money are more likely
to be happy than people who have very little money, but provided you have about the
average amount of money compared to people around you, you are likely to be as happy
as anyone who has millions or billions. The key issue is who you compare yourself
with, and whether you genuinely believe you are making the most of yourself. So, if
you compare yourself only with millionaires, you will probably not be happy. But if
you compare yourself with people around you, you will find that your income is about
the same as theirs. If you enjoy the work you are doing, then you are far more likely
to be happy than if you are trying desperately to get a job which pays more money.

4
To be happy, do not (1) yourself with people who earn much more than
you do. Try to (2) the work you are doing.
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