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Lee, Yoon. (2017). Word recognition strategies of elementary school students and
the effects of textbooks on their strategy use. Modern English Education, 18(1),
145-164.

The purpose of the current study was to explore elementary school students’ word
recognition strategies and to examine the effects of English textbooks on their strategy
use. Word identification responses of one hundred and seventy 3rd, 4th, and 5th
graders were obtained in order to infer their word recognition strategies. From their
oral reading, only reading errors were analyzed for evaluating their strategy use. The
strategies of individual children were identified using the criteria established for
classification. The analyzed data showed that sight word strategies were used by
students at all grades dominantly, but the use of phonics strategies increased at 4th and
Sth grades. This indicates that students’ strategies are gradually changed from sight
word strategies to phonics strategies as their reading skills develop. In particular, low
achievers used sight word strategies substantially while high achievers used phonics
strategies. Results indicate that the English textbooks children are exposed to may
shape students’ word recognition strategies. On the basis of results, suggestions for
supporting beginning readers are provided.
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TABLE 1
English Learning Experience at Private Program

Total (n)

Above 2 Yrs

1-2 Yrs

Below 1 Yr

None

23 (43.4%) 2 (3.8%) 0 (0.0%) 53

28 (52.8%)

3rd Grade

28 (50.0%) 4 (7.1%) 1 (1.8%) 56

23 (41.1%)

4th Grade

21 (34.4%) 13(21.3%) 2(3.3%) 61

25 (41.0%)

5th Grade
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TABLE 2
Words Used for Evaluation
Learnt Words Before Testing Unknown Words
apple, cup, game, milk, fork, book, ride, push, pick, hand, park, read,
3rd Grade .
green, five, brush, chicken leg, play, market
play, bike, lunch, clean, class, sleep, bank, socks, party, school, ride,
4th Grade .
help, hungry, come read, toy, stick, flower, sound
pick, see, happy, school, bathroom, club, rest, cream, find, math, show,
5th Grade R
read, park, summer, grow wait, brown, lesson, day, brush

24 971 wol 917] Boh Fol whz WSl A welE R 9 7
SEE FAS Ba wolE AN WS B fFstel 9L Aol 9l
) Al £ A1 olnl S SNEEG ARl WA
o2 23704 Yol FASA the-e 43hd Boho] A1gH HEolt

How was your weekend? It was good. I went skating.
I cooked noodle and port chop. I bought a boat in the market.
What do you want to do? I want to grow a small frog.
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1. BHAZE Tlof oIX| M2 U MepH 2F SN
SAES Y wol Q14 AeFS BAY F, MR AT KF &S B
A% A3 ¥ 3% ge Ane Iy,
TABLE 3

Proportions of Word Recognition Strategies

Sight-Word Strategy Users ~ Both Strategy Users ~ Phonics Strategy Users

3rd Grade 62.1% 20.7% 17.2%
4th Grade 52.1% 23.1% 24.8%
5th Grade 44.4% 26.3% 29.4%
Average 52.9% 23.4% 23.8%
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wet: /we/, /wit/, /whir/

pork: /park/, /polk/, /pouk/

want: /went/, /wan/, /what/, ...

skating: /ski/, /skat/, /skate/, /sket/, /skieting/, /saing/, ...
boat: /boy/, /book/, /bong/, /bot/, /b../, /bol/, ...
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3rd Grade

4th Grade
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Sight-Words Strategies Both Strategy Users . Phonics Strategy Users

FIGURE 1 Comparison of Word Recognition Strategies Between Grades
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TABLE 4
Word Recognition Strategies of High Achievers
Sight-Word Strategy Users Both Strategy Users Phonics Strategy User

3rd Garde 30.2% 21.7% 48.1%

4th Grade 17.4% 21.2% 61.4%

5th Grade 8.0% 11.2% 80.8%

Average 18.5% 18.0% 63.4%
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TABLE 5
Word Recognition Strategies of Low Achievers

Sight-Word Strategy Users Both Strategy Users ~ Phonics Strategy Users

3rd Grade 82.1% 13.6% 4.3%
4th Grade 69.2% 21.2% 9.6%
Sth Grade 58.3% 19.1% 22.6%
Average 69.9% 18.0% 12.6%
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