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Kim, Sung Hye. (2017). Analysis of changesin the 2015 Revised National English
Curriculum. Modern English Education, 18(3), 91-111.

This study was to analyze the major changes in the 2015 Revised National English
curriculum announced on September 23, 2015. The new curriculum aims to build
communicative competence, self-management competence, community competence, and
information processing competence for students to prepare for the future. Another major
change is the presentation of the contents table that extracts the content elements to be
learned in the English curriculum and presents skills required to apply them. Therefore, the
study discussed the major changes such as the definition of core competency, the scope of
reflection of key competences on the curriculum, and the function of the contents table. In
addition, issues related to the application of the 2015 Revised National English Curriculum
were discussed. First, it does not directly reflect core competencies in achievement standards.
Even though the 2015 Revised English Curriculum emphasizes student-centered learning
and process-oriented evaluation to build the core competency, it is unclear whether it
suggests a concrete plan to apply it. Second, since the elective courses designed for career
guides were newly established in the high school curriculum, teaching and evaluation
methods should be changed based on the characteristics of the subjects.
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TABLE 1
Definitions and Elements of Competencies (Ministry of Education, 2015, p. 3)
Subject Competencies Definition Sub-elements
(]::(I)lliltﬁllllnication The English communicative competence The ability to understand English
competence required in daily life and express oneself in English
The learners’ interest in English,
The learners’ ability to continue studying moFlvatlon for studying Epghsh,
Self-management . . L maintenance of confidence in their
English on their own based on their interest . .
competence in Enclish English competence, learning
g strategies, self-management and
assessment
The ability to show interest in the life of . . .
the local, national, and world communities Sl(t):mgresr;t:;n zslqulgls genzflcl)tigi
Community and participate in resolving problems ; denl;ri)ty ability to un (ierstan 4 and
competence confronted by the communities by sharing embracé lineuistic and cultural
their values and attitudes as a member of . . g
i diversity
the communities
Information The ability to appropriately utilize The ability to collect and analyze
rocessin, information in English in the society of information, information ethics,
p g ty
competence knowledge and information ability to utilize media
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TABLE 2
Contents Structure in the 2015 Revised National English Curriculum
(Ministry of Education, 2015, p. 200)
Contents
Domain Key Concept %nerahzed Grade Grade Functions
owledge  34in 36 \riddle School  High School
Elementary  Elementary 1adle Sehoo
School School
-People, things
Self- -People, things -Places
- . ‘Places -Opinions,
introduction Opinions, feelings
-Self- ‘Directions, feelins Pict S
intro- explanations P(;e ngs Pl}(; UIes, hs
Deliver duction ‘Nearby Pl}ftl:l‘es, h Gotohgrap > -Explaining
messages  -Directions,  People and G oc})lgra Phs, .Mraﬁ 3 -Expressing
expla- things Taphs ethods,
. - ‘Methods, procedures
nations Nearby .
Locations procedures Self-
and places -Self- introduction
p introduction ~ -Topics, main
ideas
-People, things
Speaking | Conversation -Places
‘People, things  -Pictures,
-Locations, photographs,
) places graphs
-Greetings ‘Experiences, -Experiences,
“Topics about plans plans
Exchange ‘Greetings daily life ‘Orders ‘Orders and Explainin
messa gs “Topics about -Pictures, and context of context of 'Expressing
& daily life graphs events or events or P e
-Experiences, incidents incidents
plans -Cause and -Cause
effect of and effect of
events or events or
incidents incidents
‘Opinions,
feelings
-Goals, -Goals
situations situations
‘Punctuation  -Opinions, ‘Opinions,
Write marks feelings feelings Expressin
Sentences sentences -Sentences -Pictures, -Pictures, A pl n g
acquired photographs,  photographs, PplyIng
orally graphs graphs
‘Experiences, -Topics, main
plans ideas
Writing
-Invitation,
appreciation Goals,
Write ‘Words  for ‘Words for situations
e M celebration :
compositions invitation, ‘Pictures, Expressin
Compositions | appropriate to appreciation consolation graphs -Explaining
situations and Diari -Forms, P g
. iaries, letters .
and purposes celebration Oneself: e-mails,
? memos

people nearby,
daily life
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TABLE 3
Numbers of Achievement Standards in the 2009 and 2015 Revised National Curricula
e 4 e £6 WSS g sooo
2009 2015 2009 2015 2009 2015 2009 2015
Listening 11 7 10 7 9 9 5 5
Speaking 11 7 10 7 14 10 5 4
Reading 9 5 8 4 12 9 6 6
Writing 4 3 8 5 12 6 6 6
Total 35 22 36 23 47 34 22 21

[e)
= uf 2015 7H A ﬂ%ﬂ

A ZFS SN E9 B ot
Bl 27ae] 715 ek He weel wEew wasge A o
75k 27] J)5e] HRALE Bel Fu ek

Paguge A4S ko] Jolzte] dAe] HE S e oAlaE Y
of A U&s FAoR AFHVES FAs A skolh o9 tPEdoH
(2014)= C. B. Im et al.(2013b)] HAAH 7T W A5l +Aske] 2015 704 Iﬂ%
HA ) AH7ES MEd A& TSI



A 99

A

2015 7074 ol wSIhAg el W3t

TABLE 4
Percentage of Achievement Standards in the 2009 and 2015 Revised National English
Curricula
Elementary School Middle School High School
2009 2015 2009 2015 2009 2015
Listening/Speaking 59% 62% 48% 56% 49% 42%
Reading/Writing 41% 38% 52% 44% 51% 58%
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2009 Revised Curriculum

. . |subject| Subject | ]
(Classification e e Subject
Basic Subject [Basic English
IPractical English I, Practical English
General Conversation. Practice English Feading and
Subiect Writing. Practical English II. English I.
Regular ] [English Conversation. English Reading and

. Basi English
Subject aste TENs Writing,. English IT

lAdvanced English I, Advanced English
Advanced ConversationI;. .
Subject A dvanced English Conversaton IT,
lAdvanced English Feading I. Advanced
|[English Reading II. Advanced English Writing

1
2015 Revised Curriculum
e Fieetisre S;‘J’L‘;“ (Séfgs; ErigEs
Common .
Subject [Cnglish
[English Conversation, English I,
Eﬁ:ﬁi‘i English Reading and Writing,
s Basic English English T1

Practical English. Culture of

Career [English-speaking Countries.
Elective |Career English. Reading British
and American Literature

A dvanced English Conversation I, Advanced
|[English Conversation II. Advanced English I,
- . Foreign lAdvanced English II. Advanced English
Specialized Subject T Languages [Readingl.Advanced English Reading IT.

A dvanced English Writing I, Advanced
[English Writing 1T

FIGURE 1 Changes in the 2015 High School English Curriculum
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° A8 AAshs Pore weste] ¥
TABLES
Vocabulary Limit of the 2015 High School English Curriculum
(Ministry of Education, 2015, p.12)
The Number of Words for Elective Subjects for the 2015 Revised High School Curriculum
Subject Number of Words
Common English (8) Approximately 1,800
English conversation (5) Within 1,500
) English I (5) Within 2,000
General Elective . . . s
English Reading and Writing (5) Within 2,200
English II (5) Within 2,500
Practical English (5) Within 2,000
. Culture of English-speaking countries (5) Within 2,200
Career Elective . e
Career English (5) Within 2,500
Reading British and American Literature  (5) Within 3,000
Advanced English conversation | Within 1,800
Advanced English conversation 11 Within 2,000
Advanced English I Within 2,500
L . Advanced English 11 Within 2,800
Specialized Subject I . . .
Advanced English reading 1 Within 3,300
Advanced English reading 11 Within 3,500
Advanced English writing I Within 2,000
Advanced English writing 1T Within 2,300
2015 /1A Gl wEIANM = 03] AHe Fuy EE AEsisto]
asstul el AR AME AlAskaL glvkss Aol 2009 WA alEabA It
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TABLE 6
English Structures for Communication (Ministry of Education, 2015, p. 192)
Level
Examples Elementary Middle High
School School  School
18. Playing baseball is fun. °
We enjoy swimming in the pool. .
I'm interested in watching horror movies. .
I remembered John/John’s coming late for class. .
Did you go fishing last weekend? °
I don't feel like sleeping now. .
I cannot help doing things like that. .
It's no use trying to persuade me. °
There is no use crying over the spilt milk. °
It goes without saying that time is money. .
Life is worth living. .
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x| Ao](Examplesin): English
715 Ao (Applicable Languages): English
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