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Jin, Kyung-Ae, & Kwon, Suh Kyong (2020). Issues and reality of elementary school English
education: From teachers’ perspectives. Modern English Education, 21(1), 22-31.

This study attempted to survey English teachers’ perceptions on elementary school English edu-
cation in order to identify issues and reality of elementary school English education and propose
policy implications. The participants of this study were 186 elementary school teachers from 100
elementary schools, stratified by 17 provincial and metropolitan Offices of Education. The survey
results indicated that the majority of teachers think the amount of English class hours and the level
of English learning contents are sufficient. Teachers also believed that teaching more reading and
writing to the 3rd and 4th grade students is needed, in order to enhance the elementary school
students’ written language skills. Furthermore, teachers pointed out that the most serious problem
about elementary school English education is a large proficiency gap among students, particularly
in the lower grades (grades 3 and 4). Based on these findings, this study suggests that teaching more
written language in the 3rd and the 4th grades English classes is required while enhancing students’
motivation in learning the language at the same time. This paper argues the need for reformation
of National Curriculum from sequential learning of the four skills to balanced learning of the four

iﬁ%(ii%/ skills from the early stages.
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TABLE 9
Teaching Reading and Writing Skills to 4th Grade Students

Sfrongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly  No Total
disagree agree  response

Do you

thinkwe g quency 3 4 40 B 12 7 186

should quency

teach more

reading

and writing

kil paiooe) 269 2366 2151 4194 645 376 100.00

4th grade

students?
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TABLE 10
English Proficiency Gap Among Students

Do you think there is a large gap in

English proficiency levels among Frequency Ratio (%)
students?
Strongly disagree 1 0.54
Disagree 0 0.00
Neutral 2 1.08
Agree 57 30.65
Strongly agree 125 67.20
No response 1 0.54
Total 186 100.00
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TABLE 11
English Skills Showing the Largest Proficiency Gap
Among Students
On which English skill do you think
students show the largest proficiency ~ Frequency Ratio (%)
gap?

Listening 17 9.14
Speaking 44 23.66
Reading 34 18.28
Writing 64 34.41
Alphabet & Vocabulary 25 13.44
No response 2 1.08
Total 186 100.00
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TABLE 12
A Solution to Narrow the English Proficiency Gap
Among Students
‘What do you think is a solution to
narrow the proficiency gap among Frequency Ratio (%)
students?
Level-based teaching 74 39.78
2 teachers in 1 classroom
(TA or Native English teacher) 3 1505
Expansion of after school program 18 9.68
Expansmp of programs for 4 2527
underachievers
Other 16 8.60
No response 3 1.61
Total 186 100.00
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TABLE 13
Problems About English Education in Elementary School

‘What do think is the most serious problem

about English education in elementary ~ Frequency  Ratio (%)
school? (Choose 2)

Grammar, memorization focused teaching 5 2.69
Lack of English teaching facilities 19 10.22
Listening and speaking focused teaching 7 3.76
Lack of reading and writing teaching 19 10.22
English proficiency gap among students 150 80.65
Too many students per class/teacher 112 60.22
Other 13 7.0
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TABLE 14
Preferred Policy to Improve the Quality of English Education

Choose three policies that you think would

10 (©
improve English education )

Consistent policy and government support 91 48.92
Improvement in English learning environ-

. . 93 50.00
ment and quality of teaching
Increasing English learning hours 59 31.72
Emphasizing speaking and writing skills 42 22.58
Expansion of English reading materials 12 6.45
Expansion of native English teachers 26 13.98
Allocation of professionally trained English 39 4785
teachers
Expansion of English teacher training 75 4032
program
Other 15 8.06
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