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The purpose of this study is to examine the effect of back-translation (BT) on high school English
learners' vocabulary learning, writing and grammar skills as well as learners’ perception on BT.
To conduct the study, a one-group pretest-posttest quasi-experiment was designed, the experiment
lasted for approximately 2 months and 21 Korean high school students participated in the study.
The results of this study are as follows. First, BT had a positive effect on participants short- and
long-term vocabulary retention. Second, back-translation was found to be effective in learners’
writing improvement on content, organization, vocabulary use, and grammar though no effect was
on mechanics. Third, error analysis, which was conducted as part of further investing development
of students’ grammar skills, displayed that BT made a contribution to improving students’ grammar
skills. Fourth, both positive and negative perceptions to BT and its learning effect were ascertained
among participants. More pedagogical implications are suggested in this study.

l. M2

[

S o] LI BIL Folo) Y] )5S F3
A AN 22} B S L A5t
P} S 5ok ol g BRI E 72
A B3, 013)) 9 olaf 5] £71, A7) FHOE
o] Bhgso] UAIE|TL GO, ol o] B0 BRFL
SAFEOIA Yol Fel

zefsha ik 58], %1 Jof 5

#7] 8k59] H|F2 7P W2 A7do|ti(Y. H. Kim, 2013;
M. S. Yang & Y. G. Sohn, 2009). #7]58-2- 917|521} ¢

s= @ Bo] B4 (literacy) S T3, WIEA] S5 B
S Sk 2= 9JTKS. R. Bong, 2014; S. M. Kim, 2018; Spivey, 1990;
dojd 8 H. S. Yang, 2010). 21322 & ] Jo] w8 FRofA

N
o

of 7] Shse] BELS A 35| Aot & TR At

BRI \=

¥R =R AIAAY] AL =g v o R 3
= AAR AU (RAD, ZAAAL: AR A7)

TLfpi(AD

SE1SsH, 21955, QUMAAA| a7 SHIZIT
Tel: (032) 627-4080 / Email: naelegant@naver.com

YA A1)

O|3tO{XICH St = MALF e, 03760, MSA| M2+ 0|3t04CHZ 52 O|StO{AtCHStL! O|3t-AIMIA 2 3095
Tel: (02) 3277-2784 / Email: hwangmh031@naver.com

e 58



Modern English Education, Vol. 21, No. 3, 2020

2 QoK% = Qloh A, F U WARSZ H|HofRI 0 2 A 1]
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Sol ] SAASS ZHQl0|z AAE X 5L mFolz ¥
oIt ¥ Wlelsl A58 tha) BEelojz el gk o] 1, &
SHoliz Qo] HHE- Fi= ¥l (seaflolding) ] O1EHS Trek(H.
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2 FESHE AR VARA SRk 38 51E B
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9lo] QJefatgo] A B3 elolo] el 8l oJulo] FB5to] 1
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1980 ATH o] &2 2J=to] iy Aol A K=o EE-2 1
Sfj(interference)”} o} ZA|(intercession) &2 Q14] | o] Yt}
(Corder, 1981). H|7HA] Harg A I A 4= 1]
ZISHAITE, I A5 G E50] Folgkzol 71T
2= Q)= 71540] Q18-S AJAFSFIL QITKS. H. Sim, 2018).

AA, I 15FE9] ¢7] 5T 9 S5t
TAE Auid 23}, e5AE0] 92 BoolE HYsk=
N9 S5 S B9l o] 5EHE SAT A= AL
SRIE|QITHH .Y. Choi, 2017; H. S. Yang, 2010). £3], -
t o) MY dg2 SEALE stolg HaEQlojel o]
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Jot=tl % 523 27 A= A7 wi(Hudson, 2011), F
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7+ 2L 3} AlS HALSHIL 0] 92 B L2 319,
ARS A5 Aol A= AFAlo] Bo] G ETH, RS S
ZAolH 1 ol FAIA =S 81519t T,
A2 Zolof gt AIgkS 1.0H, 30257t ShEAHEe] &
T8 U U A AHESHE S 51t

2) AHR- A A1 of3] WA

IHA &-5o] ShFAEY ofF] S5l 7| E sh=A|
7] 91} AVR-ARE-A A1 A2 ol 7] AR A
sol BEHAT WAL F 140749 oIFE 2 74A]
107] H2]o] of#i2 A= Sk 7 oAt of g wf 73]
g 3 olF]EA], ¥ EsollA] ARE A 14709
A 10718 =2 = Qth B3 ol =/ offj2A, 19 &
A FRI(: SARE £ 5= BTl ZFEA] 2T A
HY 59 &4 G Tk, FHofRHE2] ofFjof of
S AR Al FAISEILAL SHITE. WAl ZHof A} i FE
o] 158 1~28doleh= AM S T ste], WS Y&
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5 0|38 59T} E, of$7h EIE A E-S Barron's
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TABLE 2
Descriptive Results of Vocabulary Test
(Pre-Test, Post-Test, Delayed Test 1, 2)

Type of Vocabulary Test Total SD
Pre-Test 8.14 5.703
Post-Test 73.86 12.603

Delayed-Test 1 53.57 16.219
Delayed-Test 2 51.95 16.723
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FIGURE 1 Pre-, Post-, Delayed 1, Delayed 2
Vocabulary Test Results
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TABLE 3
Post hoc Test (Sidak) Results of Repeated Measures ANOVA
Types of Test Post-Test Delayed Test1 ~ Delayed Test 2
Pre-Test -65.714 (.000) -45.429 (.000)  -43.810 (.000)
Post-Test 20.286 (.000) 21.905 (.000)
Delayed Test 1 1.619 (.775)
Delayed-Test 2 51.95 16.723
p<.05
2. 9 5= S M| &5 21

1) AV AL 27 97 7165 A 24 2

SjaAEe) A A7k 2 7
Aot EHAN= 1 49T

AP ARG} AT R A 7 W 92
02 1ol ulmel) & A3t 7H] WA BB BT AT A
R A7t P E Ae g+ Avh 1S 7ME 2
A B BRI G0z AT BB B} AR
A28 7He] HeET oF 0568 SRt 1 ohglo s 4
(0.54), ©13](0.31), H(0.21), 7|AA 8240.01) 0= TF
FHAS S AU

oE,

Bt

e 65



Modern English Education, Vol. 21, No. 3, 2020

TABLE 4
Descriptive Results of Pre-Writing Test and Post-Writing Test
Pre-Writin, Post-Writin,
et ot Im:){z:irl:::lfent

M SD M SD
Content 2.57 73375 3.3 52213 1 (+0.56)
Organization 2.80 .78224 334 40679 2 (+0.54)
Vocabulary 2.54 55124 285 41512 3 (+0.31)
Grammar 2.67 55420 2.88  .39226 4 (+0.21)
Mechanics 325 .68920 3.26 .61480 5(+0.01)
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TABLE 5
Multivariate Contrast Result
Pre-Test Post-Test MD (p)
Content Pre-Writing Test ~ Post-Writing Test .560 (.000)
Organization Pre-Writing Test Post-Writing Test .536 (.002)
Vocabulary — Pre-Writing Test Post-Writing Test .310 (.005)
Grammar  Pre-Writing Test Post-Writing Test 202 (.040)
Mechanic ~ Pre-Writing Test Post-Writing Test .012 (.933)
p<.05
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TABLE 6
Error Frequency of Writing Tests
Error Frequency Percentage
(Times) (%)
Pre-Test ~ Post-Test  Pre-Test Post-Test

Form 29 26 19.3 243
Grammar 90 66 60.0 60.0
Lexico-Grammar 31 15 20.7 15.7
Total 150 107 100 100
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TABLE 7
Positive Aspects of BT in Vocabulary Learning

Frequency

Category (Times)

Student Response

-BT is good for building word inference
ability in context which helps further
Inferencing  vocabulary learning.
Word -I was able to guess the meaning of new 6
Meaning  words through context.
-BT helps me to learn new words in sen-
tences.

-Learning words with story helped me to
memorize the meaning quickly.

-Several stages of BT helped me recall
new words for a long time.

-1 was able to memorize each sentence
easily. 15
-New words and their meaning were eas-
ily to get recalled when I thought of the
story. I could easily catch the word mean-
ing by recalling peripheral words around
the target vocabulary.

-After I got the correct meaning of vo-
cabulary with word inferencing, I could

make use of vocabulary by reorganizing

by myself.

-BT seems useful for understanding the 5
vocabulary use because it helps not only
understand the meaning of vocabulary

but also teaches how to apply it in the
sentence.
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TABLE 8
Negative Aspects of BT in Vocabulary Learning

Frequency
(Times)

4

Category Student Response

Text  The level of the text affected my vocabulary
Difficulty learning.
Utilizing It was difficult for me to utilize words learned

Word  from BT texts in other occasions. 3

o
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TABLE 9
Positive Aspects of BT in Learning Writing

Frequency
Category Student Response (Times)
Constructing -BT seems helpful for writing sentences 15

Sentence  with similar structures many times.

-Multiple stages of BT gave me opportu-
Improving nities to understand the practical use of
Writing vocabulary. 12
Fluency  -I felt that my word choice had been ex-
tensive and enriched after attending BT.

-1 was able to check various sentence
Improving  structures through writing.
Writing -1 felt that my ability to construct English
Accuracy  sentences correctly had been improved.
-BT was fully effective on both writing
fluency and accuracy.
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TABLE 10
Negative Aspect of BT in Learning Writing
Category Student Response Fm;i:;)c Y

-BT is less effective on extensive writing or
Lack of creative writing.
Creativity -BT writing is less helpful for improving writ-
ing skill than free writing.
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TABLE 11
Positive Aspects of BT in Grammar Learning

Frequency

Category (Times)

Student Response

-Translating required me to read English
sentences carefully, which helped under-
Understanding stand the sentence structures.
Sentence -l became capable of understanding the 6
Structure  sentence structure easily.
-BT gave me an opportunity to encounter
a various type of English sentences.

-BT helped me revise wrong grammar
rules and learn new grammar rules at the
same time.

-Grammar learning occurred naturally
while I was translating each sentence af-
ter I analyzed its structure.

-BT offered cues to find where they usu-
ally make errors.

Acquiring
Grammar
Knowledge

-I was able to review some grammar rules
that they had already known.

-I could practice similar sentence patterns
over and over.

-Two sessions of translation were helpful
not only for understanding correct gram-
mar rules but for making them robust by
applying into sentences.

-BT seems to strengthen grammar knowl-
edge.

-BT was helpful for catching difference in
Using grammatical nuances among sentences.
Grammar -1 became accustqmed to the use of 4
grammar rules, and it helped me think of

English fluency as well as accuracy.

Strengthening
Grammar
Knowledge
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TABLE 12
Negative Aspects of BT in Grammar Learning

Y
%
i
rir
jalo

Frequency
Category Student Response (Times)
-BT did not satisfy my additional grammati-
Insufficient cal curiosity.
Grammar -I could understand how I should use some 9
Learning grammar rules but I could not understand
why.
Focus on -BT makes me focus more on meaning than
. on forms. I think that it limits error correction 2
Meaning .
and learning grammar structures.
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Difficulty in have no choice bpt to depend on word knowl-
. edge for translation.
Self-directed . 4
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Learning

to mistakes while translating texts in English
into in Korean.
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APPENDIX A
Results of Grammatical Error Analysis
Pre-Writing Post-Writing
Main Category Sub Category Error Frequency Error Frequency
(Times) (Times)
Derivation/Inflection 1.5 0
Form .
Spelling 27 25.5
Articles 25 18
Noun Possessives (’s) 2 4
Noun Plural 4 5
Pronoun 6.5 7
Adjective Placement 0 0.5
Adjective Countability 0.5 1
Relatives/Superlatives 35 1.5
Grammar Adverb Placement L5 0.5
Agreement 10 2.5
Verb Form 13 9.5
Finite/Non-Finite Verbal Phrase 1 1
Voice 0.5 1
Tense 19 6.5
Modals 3 7.5
Word Class 0.5 0.5
Adjective Complementation 0 0
Conjunction Complementation 1.5 0
Noun Complementation 35 1
Preposition Complementation 4 3
Lexico-Grammar Verb Complementation 9 6.5
Adjective Dependent Preposition 2 0.5
Noun Dependent Preposition 1 0
Verb Dependent Preposition 9.5 4
Countable/Uncountable Noun 0
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APPENDIX B
Back-Translation Activity Handout

g4 9 #FF A (348

17k4] o AR FF5A @F0dg Rid £ dgsFAL.

Original Text

The worlds of science—fiction abound with wonders.
Yet modern technology progresses so rapidly that what
19 may be today's wild dream may be next vear's kitchen
appliance. A DBritish scientist has prognosticated that
within ten years every suburban matron will have her

own robot servant.

499 g5 A (@) AT

Gg AEE Faz A F4%¢

1344] . — o
3o G RS AMEZE HFAL
English-Korean/
Korean-English Translation,
Self-Reflection Sheet The worlds of science—fiction abound with wonders.
Yet modern technology progresses so rapidly that what
15 may be today's wild dream may be next vear's kitchen

appliance. A British scientist has prognosticated that
within ten years every suburban matron will have her
own robot servant.

Bgag e AAL Aoz Aoz At sAw
dad Flee AF #EA TEEeld 2e 2 HREUYE
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Bt % 97 AL 10d o|e] EE mels] FRE
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Back-Translation Activity Handout

Teacher’s Korean
Translation

g9 g g5 A EF48)

1344 12 @5e] {9, 23 do] Uy SANE FA HolFAL.
13
HEoi g
13
g Mg
* AR AR FATH Kk
L 952 998 WEE oA FOIE L8 392 Biuer O
2 9Tl AN AP Fold 930 4L FuaAuer O
3. 9o QEF AAe]l & o P PEL HITAG B FLT 29
Self gel Hgte] A9 #AG O
Reflection

<Zglel 99 Mgsld 52 6 A3 Aok ¥ 2R(ER AdA, B4, 452 7
sleletm Agztahiars

76



Modern English Education, Vol. 21, No. 3, 2020 [

APPENDIX C

Post-BT Questionnaire
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3. 27] A i SHolA 2 I EA A2 Fololka Azsht e
-3

-

AREHFR? (9f: 2= 013, s4o] of 2 2, ARARR/A 40191587

HNHY B 2742 FANFA L (o ol =, Fol, 7] AR 5

4. 9% BFE SPEA Blo] FL o]t Folojglon], oS Fu3] Slef olw FHS

5. LE ojwle] P53 Al 5, e} Fo] Belo] glo] Fio] E2e] Hjgirky AZshte
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Post-BT Interview Questions
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o Rar

#3e T4 ANE FEH: R =8o dAva

78





