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This study examined the effects of using images and context on learning English vocabulary by
Korean learners. Eighty-nine high school students with different proficiency levels of English par-
ticipated in the study by being divided into two groups: One group received vocabulary instruction
by using both images and context while the other learned by using context only. They were then
given tests to measure both short- and long-term gains in vocabulary knowledge. Questionnaires
KEYWORDS were administered to the participants in order to measure changes in learners’ affective factors in-
cluding interest, motivation and self-confidence in vocabulary learning. The results revealed that
both groups showed a significant within-group effect in that there were significant gains from the
pre- to both posttests. Specifically, a positive influence of either images plus context or context-only
O[D|R|/Z2/L2 07| & was shown when learning vocabulary. The results also revealed that a larger gain was observed
with productive knowledge than receptive knowledge, and also with low level learners. Lastly, the
results of the questionnaire showed that the two groups’ interest, motivation, and self-confidence
increased by learning vocabulary through images and context. In particular, the group who learned
by images and context showed higher gains in affective domains. This study concludes with some
suggestions regarding vocabulary learning for English as a foreign language classrooms.

Examples in: English
Applicable Languages: English
Applicable Levels: Secondary

image/context/
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n. the act of
sending out
light, heat, gas etc.

Emission

n. a place where
waste is buried
under the ground

Landfill

FIGURE 1 Examples of Words Using Images
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TABLE 2
Participants’ Pre-Test Scores by Proficiency Levels

Proficiency Group n M SD t y

Image 20 13.68 4.54
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TABLE 3
Participants’ Pre- and Post-Test Scores by Group

Group Test n M SD F )4
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w7}2) 2ol 7} fLolu]at 0.2 Lttt (p < 05),
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TABLE 4
High Level Participants’ Pre- and Post-Test Scores by Group

Group Test n M SD F P
Pre 20 13.68 454
Image Postl 20 20.01 3.46
Post2 20 1632 6.08
Pre 23 1535 510
Context Post1 23 1797 478 7.75 25

Post2 23 17.00 421

* p<.05, ** p<.01

56.29%% .000

2) 591 &S ©7] 7] ol91E PHE B4

AW AR, &71-771 B7F Afololl= Rl SA14
Ao 7} oju| 2|2} = kol A R A E A Thel v A]
o F=93.212, p<.000; &9 Ht F=72.58, p<.000). Ak
A% Axto] wh=r ofu]A] Ak Wofl A AR T7] AR
7, APt A7) A 87, T3 w7 AR 8719t )
AR 571 3kl & E W71 ko] f-2]u]at o) 7k A ieh
(p<.000). 3£ 5014 oJu|x] et} £ Yk ho] 5t ot
SAH2] ©of oj9]8 avE AT EH, APdHrie] vl o]
o] 2] ko] A% 8.674, w1 AT 7.5% Fto] Fst
k. 271 o191 a3} T3 AR g 7te] vlg] ofm|A]
O] 7394954, w1 Ak 5393 E"?O] FEEU &,
3H StsARE Al olv At 2 S & a}OH Slachet
371 - 71 o151 ol A —“311 A FF= RIS

s
e %59k

e 4n

TABLE 5
Low Level Participants’ Pre- and Post-Test Scores by Group

Group Test n M SD F )4
Pre 23 450 3.32
Image Postl 23 13.17 5.49
Post2 23 945 476
Pre 23 527 371
Context Post1 23 12.77 6.13 72.5%%* .000

Post2 23 10.66 4.46

* p<.05, ** p<.01

93.212**  .000
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TABLE 6
Pre- and Post-Test 2 Scores by Group, Proficiency, and Lexical Knowledge
Level Group Test n M SD t )
Receptive 20 4.36 1.31
Pre ) ) 2.482% .018
Productive roductive 20 331 1.02
Image -
Receptive 20 4.55 1.30
Post 2 ) ) -.353 726
) Productive roductive 20 4.65 0.74
High -
Receptive 23 4.30 1.08
Pre 2.119% .041
Productive roductive 23 3.38 1.68
Context -
Receptive 23 4.21 1.54
Post 2 -.790 435
Productive roductive 23 4.52 1.01
Receptive 23 2.17 1.35
Pre 3.371%* .002
Productive roductive 23 0.75 0.82
Image -
Receptive 23 3.78 1.83
Post 2 ) ) .095 925
Productive roductive 23 3.71 1.89
Low -
Receptive 23 1.94 1.23
Pre 1.185 253
Productive roductive 23 1.11 1.70
Context -
Receptive 23 4.04 1.19
Post 2 ) ) -.409 .687
Productive roductive 23 4.20 0.75

*p<.05,** p<.01
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TABLE 7
Pre- and Post-Test 2 Scores by Group, Proficiency, and Contextual Types in Tests
Level Group Test n M SD t y2
No Context 20 7.68 2.23
Pre 1.969 .057
Context roductive 20 6.00 2.98
Image
No Context 20 8.17 2.73
Post 2 0.25 980
. Context roductive 20 8.15 3.58
High
No Context 23 7.69 2.31
Pre 0.26 979
Context roductive 23 7.66 341
Context
No Context 23 8.97 2.19
Post 2 ) 1.286 205
Context roductive 23 8.02 2.70
No Context 23 2.92 1.70
Pre 1.751 .092
Context roductive 23 1.57 2.34
Image
No Context 23 6.45 2.88
Post 2 ) 2.855%%* .009
Context roductive 23 3.00 3.04
Low
No Context 23 343 2.58
Pre 1.264 227
Context roductive 23 1.87 2.35
Context
No Context 23 7.00 2.91
Post 2 ) 2.185 .054
Context roductive 23 3.66 2.33

*p<.05,% p< .01
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TABLE 8
Affective Factors by Group and Test Types
Group Test n M SD t y2
Pre 43 7.06 3.89
Image -2.161%* .036
Post 43 7.83 483
Interest
Pre 46 7.06 4.57
Context -.834 409
Post 46 741 5.07
Pre 43 16.44 8.01
Image -.966 340
o Post 43 16.81 8.74
Motivation
Pre 46 15.93 9.06
Context -.804 425
Post 46 16.26 9.22
Pre 43 5.39 2.88
Image -1.288 205
Post 43 5.79 3.19
Confidence
Pre 46 5.56 3.34
Context -.584 562
Post 46 5.69 3.48

* p<.05, % p< .01
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APPENDIX
o1%] W7 U el

#CIZ HH0j2] Q2IY £ M.

1. excessive : 2. emission : 3. consumer :

# L2 20| iY== LH2 TS ML, (FOIE LOIoz AE)
4. OiEX| 5. REXIGICY : t 6. =olCt e

# HIZH0| S0{Z Y2 HOE HI(0M S2t XA,

7. Your opinion will not my decision.

8. Buying products made locally can help reduce energy
9. I had to endure a stomachache all morning

consumption isolated affect select effect extreme

# 70 SO Y2 HOIE 2R,

10. Where should you put your money?

™ development @ investment (® appointment @ punishment
11. Lisa is so about her food that she never eats fast food.

@ thrilled @ tremendous ® picky @ sticky

12. Koreans most of their energy on their work

M compete @ prove ® inform @ expend




