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This study aims to explore ways to improve the elective-centered curriculum in the 2015 Revised

Examples in: English
Applicable Languages: English
Applicable Levels: Secondary

National English Curriculum. To do so, first, the study analyzed the appropriateness of electives
in terms of differentiation. Newly introduced in the curriculum, career-related electives were not
clearly defined regarding topic, achievement standards, and level. Second, to investigate the current

status of course completion, the study analyzed the number of elective courses which were mainly
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selected and identified which courses were highly utilized and its reasons. The results showed that
out of the eight elective courses offered by the curriculum, general electives were mainly selected at
schools. It was also found that career-related electives were not differentiated clearly enough, which

caused difficulties in teaching and evaluation. Finally, considering the purpose of the high school
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credit system, which strengthens students’ rights to choose subjects according to their career paths,
level, and interests, it would be necessary to secure the differentiation of subjects and to systematize
course completion to establish clear guidelines for course selection.
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TABLE 1
Subjects in the Elective-centered English Curriculum (MOE, 2015a)

Common Courses

English

General

General Electives

Subjects Elective

English Conversation
English I

English Reading and Writing
English 11

Courses

Career-related
Electives

Practical English

Culture of English-speaking Countries
Career English

Reading British and American Literature

Specialized

Subjects I Foreign Language Strands

Advanced English Speaking |
Advanced English Speaking II
Advanced English [
Advanced English I
Advanced English Reading I
Advanced English Reading 11
Advanced English Writing |
Advanced English Writing II
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Number of Achievement Standards for High School English Subjects (MOE, 2015b)
Culture of
Domain  Key Concept  English English I English I  Practical English  English-speaking Career English
Countries
Details 1 1 1 1 1 1
Main idea 1 1 1 1 1 1
Listening
Context 3 3 3 2 2 3
Total 5 5 5 4 4 5
Delivering 3 3 3 3 ) 3
messages
Speaking Exchanging 1 2 2 2 2 3
messages
Total 4 5 5 5 4 6
Details 1 1 1 1 1 1
Main idea 1 1 1 1 1 1
Reading Context 3 3 3 2 2 2
Implication 1 1 1 - - -
Total 6 6 6 4 4 4
Sentence 3 3 3 2 4 3
Writing Paragraph 3 3 4 2 2 3
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TABLE 3
Distribution of Subject Selection in the School Curriculum
General Electives Career-related Electives
q English q Culture of Reading British
ConEslrlegrl;;ltlion English I Reading English II l;;'zcgsﬁl English-speaking g:rf;; & American
& Writing g Countries g Literature
215 1397 468 845 265 224 118 161
14.7% 95.6% 32.0% 57.8% 18.1% 15.3% 8.1% 11.0%

23 S. Cho®} H. Kim (2018, p. 81) @& 44,
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TABLE 4
Organization of English Curriculum in High School Credit Schools (Unit: No. of Schools)

Year 2

Year 2 Year 3 Year 3

Courses Ist semester 2nd semester 1st semester 2nd semester Total
English Conversation 2 0 1 6 9
. English I 29 5 0 0 34
English Reading and Writing 1 3 15 6 25
English 1T 1 25 6 3 35
Practical English 6 6 1 4 17
) Culture of English-speaking Countries 3 4 5 7 19
Career English 1 1 7 5 14
Reading British and American Literature 3 3 1 2 9
Advanced English Conversation [ 1 0 1 1
Advanced English Conversation 11 0 0 0 0 0
Advanced English [ 3 3 5 4 15
3 Advanced English IT 1 0 0 2 3
Advanced English Reading I 1 1 8 8 18
Advanced English Reading II 0 0 0 4 4
Advanced English Writing | 0 1 1 1
Advanced English Writing II 0 0 0 3 3
1 =General Electives, 2= Career-related Electives, 3 =Specialized Subjects I .
TABLE 5
Organization of English Curriculum in General High Schools
Subjects Year 2 Year 2 Year 3 Year 3 Total
Ist semester 2nd semester 1st semester 2nd semester
English Conversation 0 0 0 3 3
General English I 10 1 0 0 11
Electives English Reading and Writing 1 1 9 4 15
English IT 3 11 1 1 16
Practical English 1 1 3 6 11
Career-related Culture of English-speaking Countries 0 0 0 1 1
Electives Career English 2 2 3 1
Reading British and American Literature 0 0 1 3 4
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