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Keywords Abstract

Korean EFL student, literature Literature circles (LCs) were first introduced in the United States. Since then, certain
circles, reading L1 and L2 educational settings have adopted them successfully. However, there has
gkl FojstEat, been limited research on effects of this reading activity on language development of
F3tEold], 917] EFL learners in Korea compared to extensive studies about beneficial effects of LCs

on students' literacy and language learning. LCs are different from existing book

;{}?]gnchsngi];zte discussion groups as they focus on fair participation by rotating special roles. This
Department of English Language qualitative study aims to understand how high school students perceive this reading
Education instruction along with its various roles. The influence of their participation in 12 LCs
Korea University on their reading motivation and their abilities of reading, writing, listening, and
chn1020@naver.com speaking were also being studied. Participants’ reflection sheets were used to collect

ISNI: 0000 0002 6578 5772 and analyze data by interpreting, coding, and grouping them based upon

commonalities. This study found that their favorite role was discussion director and

*This work is a summary and .. o
Y that LCs positively affected L2 learners' motivation and language development. In

supplement to author’s master’s

thesis from Hankuk University of general, their attitudes were positive. Their responses all showed a willingness to
Foreign Studies. continue to participate in LCs.
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EFL SHe At Cf4 MBS
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A @ 8- Table 13 2t}

TABLE 1
Literature Circle Role Description
Role Description
Discussion director This role is to write down a list of questions that your group will want to discuss about the books. Try to

use mostly open-ended questions that have lots of possible answers. Some possible thought provoking
question starters are “Why...?”, “How...?”, “What do you think...?”, “If...?”, “Have you ever...?”, “How
did you react when...?”, “Do you agree with...?”

Connector This role is to find connections between what you are reading and the outside world. This means connecting
the reading to your lives, what happens at home or at school, something that is going on in the world today,
something from history, other books or stories, or other writings on the same topic. You will need to explain
how the events from the book and the outside world are similar.

Literary luminary This role is to pick parts of the text (paragraphs or passages) that you want to share with your group. It
might be important, surprising, funny, confusing, interesting, thought provoking, or well written. Explain
why you chose it. Be sure to include the page number and paragraph number for your group members.
During the discussion, you can read the selected passage yourself or choose one of the members to read it.

Summarizer This role is to write a brief summary of your reading so far, in the order of events. It might include an
outline of the plot, main characters, and setting. For example, you might summarize by asking, “What
happened in the story?”, “What did the characters experience?”, “What were the important events?”, etc.

Vocabulary enricher This role is to provide a list of key vocabulary words and their definitions using English dictionary. Look
for words that are new, funny, interesting, or important. You can organize your vocabulary and definitions
by asking yourself, “What words are used frequently?”, “What words are used in unusual ways?”, “What
words have special meaning to the author?”, “What words are new?”, “What words are essential to

understand the story?”, etc.

VATl AgH EehEoby] 5370 o] ATzl B 128]7] 9 ER RS Thl o, 7 ik F A
AL 63 o] R shglvh FoRE dF el 3 M Bof 1A )] Jo]ER Bl m o1
A Ao o 1S doj = BRI S TR WA B dskA i, A Ee] 9EE
Ad =z Fdst=A dFeta dofSont Feofsts & G FrAQd ERRdes FIHAT WSS
Zpale] e Aol gigk AME AlFo R, AT A E] A3 Y& 2 AR A7t o AS FfEke EE
Folstdth. g A& BFH R dfof b= B2 AR Rt ofyet g 8-S w2 S A2
TET AT 8= Aok AU 2 =4 XA el o3 Azhs st olsfatr] A7 A
Ul E stk T B wike] 2d adal YIS sk Bk BEE T vl E20] Eu g Sl
THL gL gojof & FEE AAE S Sl ks obe] 4 2 A (reflection sheet)= VA 2 B2 E.¢) o]
2t 5 v 5 2L aL(Appendix B %), ol AbE o] S A48kl AakE E=ESith
=8&0l2] §EA

wetsote el e E] wheS T3] A8l EehEoty] A RA I AHEEH AT EehEoty] FEel
oA, A Mo, Jof AE e mgo] HAEA ol et F3o] 3 TeEoty] JEA = Chan(2008)°]
A|A gt ehgobe] A 2 A A sto] ARg-et itk A B A = viA o 2R Y AR el v 13] v 5o} FE3 A1
ztal 7 Aol A sk agekglth of7ldl= wehsoteld tii S B Wskel i FUt,
T8 A&} 2 o] Foll et oS 2AbSkE o] EFHE o gt %5} obg] g0l thit o7l x40l
gtrold B S-S vkt 2 g g AEE2 “old g3lo] 7HE mRo] HAFUNY, TP Fotshe
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AR AL AFEA A& 23 0 5 ReFoke Fo] 94! of @ o] T

aEar 4 G871, 71, 271, L’8}71)011 iz GEgs dobry] 93 FELS “Do you think literature
circles helped you to improve your four English-language skills; reading, listening, speaking and writing? If yes, please
explain. (3H 5okl 7k gol 917, B71, wap], 27 de Pyl wmgol sAT: A wep
St WEA L) ot WE ReFelet v ¥ owEE BoFely 4aHe Arse A
ol ol QAT ATAE 24 BRE (ROl MG, FAAES o] EE BTZ AFE
ZAgeritk. ozt 10ge] AET AEA L W& dAFAe FE8 o Wl HEI ted e
W& E 5 (coding) 3H3ITE. dolH o] AAdS f8 FAEL ATl o3 dojejrt HA glo]
CREEE B NEE S

Bopgoleo] Uld SyEe oA AFHom dolrr] 96 XA A3 LA A A ALHES
2439t o) Fojxe] Hele] me} @rolut o] wi= E&elA A4 HITh Table 20] A4 F s} o]
Beligole] B el o FUH F e EEolu AT she] 2F, ol 7187t AU

Students’ Positive Responses from Reflection Sheets

Reason for liking

“I like the discussion.”

“It was great to share your ideas and talk about them with friends.”

“It was nice to talk about books we read.”

“Communication with friends.”

“It was good to discuss about the book with my friends.”

“I think it’s an interesting and effective lesson, because it was not lecturing.”
Communication with friends “I became close with them.”

“It’s an opportunity to get close to your friends.”

“Literature circles boosted engagement, concentration, and efficiency. It helped me to have

Discussion and active participation

A change of attitude toward English
an active attitude towards English.”

“My English skills have improved.”

“It was best to improve my English skills.”

“What I liked most about literature circle is reading books.”
“Above all, reading a book became fun.”

A change of reading attitude
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TABLE 3

Students’ Negative Responses from Reflection Sheets

Reasons for disliking

Difficulty in performing a role “It was not fruitful when members did not answer properly.”
Difficulty in reading “Sometimes, I couldn’t be bothered to read the book.”
Operational problems “It was not easy as meetings were held early in the morning.”

AR Table 3014 BojA% 7R Eoof st FE= HAHA=, £3hsote] &F] AW HE ==
[ez]
-1

Aol g SHoRFE Yewth FE ASEEE g oot oo &Y oyeE
AFTSIRAA T, S5 At e} 2 294 FAAES A7 e aFlth dE 50 tE Ao A=
O}X] efo o] oF ¥tk i EE A2 98-S UekS wo] JHdd #7HS AF ) 3ol 9
EEY A AYd o9-S 2= Aol 240 gtFoiA] A Gt #A didety] 41 diEe] ofd, o] A
xg7l3],71] u} ARE3} To] W o) @ Azto] ¢ 7H ] Ao A Hef ol #Hek o] AT 7]E0l

=
=3
oA 2 ATl oEES A S BolEth ol
HoHAt, FHE Y AES ohe ARk XA ¢
ks AT 53] A5 ol = A} 9
7t2 4 a7 vk

o) EAA A4 ol A fmeh)
A

>

th

to Jjy Ho -E 5
Lo
lﬂ

fo
=2
f
)
N
m
1
"o,
rlr
POy
T 2
¥ o
I e
Ll o
% o
[‘lr g{o
w, fo
2.y
N
o2 ‘101‘[
o Ny
S =
=
el r [
rlr o
po oo
r10 0
£
w0
1o
L)
o
i)
)
2
N _Iri_‘(l
o T,
o2
2 ¢

X0, By E&
N
J
2ot oW g 1O
nfhi 2o, o
Moo N = X
ojen? o% FTF
N
N
a o &
ol 1k
o, > D{O
2 N2
N
0, o i}
S
o
O

o784l vt . 2 A zte] o =7}k HH-?— 1jr(extremely w1111ng) SHor, 1
A5 = highly willing2} willing ] Xﬂﬂ~ ‘}11} o] A J—Elaﬂoﬂ AZo s AttE A= Eoﬂr/} ek
H. Brown®] &1 (20095} -AHGHel, T3] o] A5 o] F-8Eobe] & A2 a3 Alrha S el
obg]e] A4 AR Wik 25 X]"VEI?_]. ol oJatE: Fol=dl EIUF o, 9] EFL
M= A8 7 gk tijte] & 4= Stk
A Wl Y Edbsoly]s BE S o 785 BAstH gold det SrlE A=ske
AAFRITE WAL FA ol A SHAY T4l o R o] s dt o ma SHE S A4l ¢ Sty
& Aotk vk ¢lof Shgell =4S %‘\E A et 57] e ar ol 7k Bol g A7kl o] g
st /\}‘OL‘—‘;:-O] AANEH AT}, o] 58S 93 HalEoly G5 S A Fxz
P

‘]'—l L=
7] 8k Hlel = St oF shaL o] & A sk a9lEe H s

o 2 U o ro

S

fob Moo to
oo 0 on 1% & 1o #r T oo & |t of

Y, <N off 4N o
Mo
o
ox M
o
!
o

o, 10, 2 offf |r
Iy

o tn
AT
N
A i o

=

s
1:1]0
rulo

ox r

11

o]

2
O,

&,
fo
fi
of
_>‘~L
1y
=
gg
E>

oot Fo
tlo of
nZi

19

ot

2

|

rot

o el

b A
30,

i v

off
H

% Oﬂ/‘i —:—5351 @.%%Oﬂfﬂ k|

Mo
RO
A, of
2 o it
—% 5=
v
o °
:|
il
BN
_>;
o o
32
5
=
o,
of
W
ol
o 18
91;
o
b
il
_i
fok r
_>,i
X
ol
[
%0(
ol
rlr
18
sk
ll
|, T
30
K

Ny
of
1o
Ar 27 2
>
8T e =

S’JX’FJXP loL dAxE Az, LA} °°W4F4?<}b ”9454 l %9‘ g )
r 2]

| el 27l sio] 2ok

2
2
ol
ol
ot
9

© 2023 The Modern English Education Society (MEESO) 69



e dazeta g3k EH A BE AR AR A S A B9k

drh S b HEdtt T ERANAGT HE et ol 21 vheat 2ol ST

TABLE 4

Perceptions of the Most Preferred Role
Student Reason Classification
Student 1 “Discussion director helps the group to share opinions Sharing opinions with friends

freely.” and leading the discussion

Student 4 “Listening to friends’ opinion was nice.”
Student 6 “I had fun leading the discussion through key questions.”
Student 8 “I could lead the discussion by asking questions to friends,

and I felt rewarded making good questions whenever
they thought deeply or could not easily respond.”

Student 2 “I felt like I became a native speaker of English through Use of English
this role.”
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TABLE 5
Perceptions of the Least Preferred Role
Student Reasons
Student 1, 4, 7, 9 “It is difficult and not fun.”
Student 10 “It demands careful reading and arrangement, compared to other roles.”
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TABLE 6
Reasons for Selecting Vocabulary Enricher
Student Reason for preference
Student 3 “I have never made mistakes.”
Student 7, 9 “It was easy and fun.”
“By searching and examining the vocabulary that are frequently used, I learnt different usage of the
Student 10 words and understood the sentences better.”
Reasons for disliking
Student 2, 8 “Finding words is boring and annoying.”
Student 5 “Although it is helpful, the amount of time you think is shorter than other roles.”
AAH YA TETV} FAds] FEEHANTable 6 FZ). 7ME =0 & aga Folshs 93 299
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TABLE 7
Reasons for Selecting Connector
Student Reason for preference
Student 5 “It was thought provoking and I could connect to my life.”

Reasons for disliking

Student 3 “I often made mistakes.”

Student 6 “There was nothing I could connect to my life.”
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TABLE 8
The Impact of Literature Circles on the 4 Skills
Skills Reasons
Writing “I spend less time writing in English than before.” (Student 1)
“My writing speed has become faster.” (Student 8)
Listening “Listening skills have improved through discussion.” (Students 5, 7, 10)
“I understand more during English lessons.” (Student 8)
Speaking “Speaking in English became easier.” (Student 1)

“Speaking skills have improved through discussion.” (Student 5)
“I’m not afraid of speaking in English anymore.” (Student 8)
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“It helped to speak in English in a way that others can understand.” (Student 9)
“In particular, speaking has improved a lot.” (Student 10)

Reading “Reading has improved by reading English texts.” (Students 2, 5, 10)
“I feel my reading speed has improved.” (Student 6)
“Listening has improved by listening to friends’ opinions. I used to get about two wrong answers
with Korean practice SAT, but after participating in literature circles, I got the correct answers.”
(Student 7)
“I read faster than before while taking Korean practice SAT.” (Student 8)
4 skills “My English skills have improved.” (Students 3, 4)
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Appendix A

Title and Author(s) Genre and Theme Summary Pages
Classics
Historical Fiction
Number the Jewish In 1943, during the German occupation of
Stars by Holocaust Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns 156
. o how to be courageous when she helps shelter
Lois Lowry Prejudice and her Jewish friend from the Nazis.
tolerance
Experiences
Realistic Fiction
Death After her mother leaves home suddenly,
Walk Two Grief thirteen-year old Sal and her grandparents
Moons by L take a car trip retracing her mother’s route. 288
Sharon Creech 088 Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her
Extended friend Pheobe, whose mother also left.
Families
Ronnie Campbell has escaped from prison
Puzzle for Mystery and and Morag Mackenzie has been found
Logan by Suspense mlllrdered.. Seven )fears ago Morag gave
. . evidence in an Edinburgh court that sent
Richard Crime . . 64
MacAndrew D . Ronnie to prison for murder. Inspector Logan
ac. 'n ’ etective story is not sure this case is as straightforward as it
and Philip Prowse Cleverness seems. She returns to the original crime scene
in order to find out the truth.
Six stories about a world we cannot explain. A
Horror film star discovers the dangers of dancing with a
Tales of the Supernatural stranger. A man comes face-to-face with his
S tural s . . .
upernatura Character and father's history. An Irish American family
by Frank Brennan, cannot escape someone from the past. A woman 64

and

Philip Prowse

Values
Culture and

Diversity

doesn't listen to warnings about an old tree. An
English writer slowly becomes more and more
Japanese, and a killer watches himself die in
hospital.
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A case study of Korean EFL high school students’ responses to Literature Circles

Appendix B

Literature Circles Reflection

1) Did doing literature circles spark your interest in reading?
O Yes, I really look forward to reading another book
[0 Yes, I guess so
[0 No, I was already interested in reading
[] No, I still do not want to read another book

2) Which role was most helpful?
Literary Luminary
Connector

Discussion Director

Vocabulary Enricher

ooonod

Summarizer

3) What was your favorite role?
Literary Luminary
Connector

Discussion Director

Vocabulary Enricher

O000don

Summarizer
4) Why was this role your favorite?

5) What was your LEAST favorite role?
Literary Luminary

Connector

Discussion Director

Vocabulary Enricher

Oo0o0oOgoo

Summarizer

6) Why was this your least favorite role?

7) What difficulties/problems did you have?

8) What did you like most about literature circles?
9) What did you dislike about literature circles?

10) Do you think literature circles helped you to improve your four English-language skills: reading,
listening, writing, and speaking? (If yes, please explain)
11) Would you continue to participate in literature circles?

1 2 3 4 s
Notwiling © ©O O O O VeryWwiling
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