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Abstract

The formation and the development of early
Neolithic Age culture in Northeast Asia

Lee, Dong Ju

The early Neolithic Age culture of Korea has been defined by pottery
with clay stripes attached, but it was recently found that the absolute age
of Jeju-do’s Gosan-1i relics that have mixture of plant fiber but no
pattern is more than 10,000 years. Thus, this new finding of earthenware
1s considered the earliest Neolithic Age culture of the Korean Peninsula.

This study determined that the above two styles of earthenware did
not develop in two branches because of time difference, but two different
cultures that emerged around the Amur River in Siberia in the early
Neolithic Age spread as two branches of culture. Gosan-ri relics in
Jeju—do 1s a part of the Osipovka Culture, that is thought to be 10.000~
13,000 years old, from the downstream of Amur River and the pottery
with clay stripes attached is closely related to the Novopetrovka Culture
from the midstream of Amur River which is 9,000~13,000 years old.
Thus, it was found that these two cultures coexisted in the similar period
of time.

The background of these cultures of earthenware that suddenly
emerged in East Siberia and Far East was sought from the earthen statue
of Venus from the late Old Stone Age. The typical Venus statues from
the Maina Civilization to the west of Baikal Lake which is thought to be
15,000 years old showed changes in style. In the late Old Stone Age,
the statues lost heads, spread their arms as if they are crucified, and
developed shorter legs. As these characteristics are found in the earthen

sculptures of Korea and Japan, we can trace the origin of early Neolithic
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Age culture of Korea and Japan to the Amur River civilization.
Keywords : Pottery with Clay Stripes Attached, Streak Earthenware,

Osipovka Culture, Novopetrovka Culture, Venus, Maina

Civilization, Gosan-11 Relics, Earthen Sculptures
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