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Abstract

A Study of Pottery in the Youngnam Area

during the Joseon Dynasty
. Especially Characters of Manufacturing Techniques

Bae, Bo—ni

Pottery is a food container that used to be seen everywhere in Korea;
it has been one of the most widely used ceramic wares down to modern
times. However, academic attention of it is minimal and there are almost
no archeologist in this field.

Recent examples of excavating private ceramic kilns aim to examine
how it has been changed during the Joseon Dynasty though its relevant
resources are insufficient and there is something yet to learn.

Nine heritages of its pottery kiln are in the Youngnam area excluding
two of them whose academic reports have not been published yet. Rest
of heritages have been studied in order to examine their types and
production techniques.

Pottery of the early Joseon era (15C~16C) is normally blue-green and
made of refined clay colors grey brown or red brown. It is relatively thin;
jars, bowls, pots, jugs, bottles, vases, covers and etc. and all of them are
flat. Jars and jugs often have T-shape mouth, and L-shapes are
sometimes found. Pots are similar to Jars but smaller. Only some covers
were excavated from Sunji-11 heritage; these are wide and flat-topped,
and all glazed.

Pottery of the middle Joseon era (17C~mid-18C) is made of rougher
and thicker clay; It is darker brown compared to the earlier period, and
glazed thicker. They are thicker, and rolled mouth form trapezium.
Sometimes patterns are found on the pottery; its saucers used to be shells
until the stage of Ha-dong Goi-11 heritage, but the Chilgok Gacheon—dong
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heritage does not show any shell marks - it is presumed that thick sand
was used instead. Furthermore, earthenware bowl were produced at this
heritage, which tells us that small culinary and cutlery types also began
to be produced.

Pottery of the late Joseon era(mid-18c~19¢) is made of even thicker
and rougher clay. The shape of mouth becomes more diverse. In terms
of pottery types, compared to the late—Joseon period, domestic and cutlery
pottery began to be produced in diversity.

Each heritage has been dated according to excavated types but research
on pottery kilns, social background about demand and supply of pottery
and its all regional characteristics should be re-examined when

archeological sources increase in the future.
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