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Abstract

Fujishima Takeji's Experience of Joseon
: With a focus on the Flower basket

Kim, Jung Sun

Fujishima Takeji's Flower basket was made in the winter of 1913
during his first visit to Joseon, the name by which Korea was known
in the preannexation period. A new viewpoint 1s presented recently,
which regards this picture of a woman in traditional Korean costume,
holding a flower basket on the head, as a typical example of the colonial
type of paintings that depict "women carrying objects on the head".

Taking this into consideration, I attempt to examine the meaning of
Flower basket in regard to the developmental aspect of Fujishima's
artistic career. Even if Fujishima’s Flower basket was inspired by the pre-
modern and colonial costume of Joseon, efforts to create a new type of
human imagery can be detected in this work, which is unique and
different from the then popular type of images of "women carrying objects
on the head”.

For example, the imagery that was widely used to represent the
colonial Joseon of the time followed the convention of "female laborers
In traditional costume”, i.e. women carrying water jars or laundry on the
head. The fragrant flower basket Fujishima chose to depict in Flower
basket was not part of that convention. In addition to this unique choice
in motif, Fujishima also tried a different type of costume for the female
imagery.

The characteristics of Flower basket as stated above distance the
painting from being the replication of the reality. These characteristics
are relevant to Fujishima’s assertion that "art must have absolute
freedom”. They also seem to be related to his effort to be part of the new
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trend in art, as manifested in his active involvement in the movement to
separate Nika(—F}) from Bunten(3CJ&) by the young artists who were
under the influence of post-impressionism.

It was exactly during such a time that Fujishima visited Joseon.
Therefore, I propose that Fujishima’s discovery of possibilities for new

imagery in Joseon should be re-evaluated.
Key words : Takeji Fujishima(§# 555 ), the Flower basket,

women carring objects on the head, Orientalism,

post-impressionism, new imagery
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