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<Abstract>

A Study of Isang Yun’s Music Criticism 

from the 1950’s 

Chun, Chung Im

Isang Yun worked very actively as a composer, educator, and critic in the 

1950’s before leaving Korea for Europe. He wrote a lot of critical essays in 

the 1950’s. In his essays, we can get a feel for his ideas about music. 

Reading about his ideas helps us to better understand the music he 

composed in Europe. 

In monthly magazines, Yun wrote music essays about the problems in the 

Korean music society and suggested possible solutions. Some of his essays 

from this period include: “Advice to a Vocalist”, “On the Atmosphere of 

Concerts” and “Two Parties and Dodecaphony.” In his article, “Problems of 

our Music Society,” he referred to problems relating to the sense of the 

times, the establishment of Korean music, and Korea’s approach to world 

music, etc. 

In newspapers, Yun wrote many critical essays on recitals, composers, 

and the composition concerts in which he participated. In the critical essay 

“Myself and Music” published in the daily newspaper Chosun on 21 April, 

1956, he explained his motives for becoming a musician and the agony that 

being a musician had caused him. 

“Creation and Criticism” was written to refute another essay written by 

Hwaseop Oh, a critic who wrote an unfavorable critique of Yun’s and other 

composers’ music. Yun indicated that Oh’s view was that of an amateur’s 

and that Oh knew nothing about contemporary music. 

Keywords: Isang Yun, Music criticism, View of music, Piano Trio, no. 

1, String quartet, no. 1


