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<Abstract>

Another Perspective on Catholic Music 

as Korean Culture

Kim, Soo Jung

By a systematic comparison and analysis of the Korean Catholic Church’s 

funeral song (Yeondo), this article was able to show another perspective of 

the creative contribution that Korean Catholicism has made to the culture of 

the country. And it was able to verify how the musical genre Yeondo, 

which came to be and which developed in the context of Korean culture, 

over time managed to harmonize with a culture that is completely different 

from the one in which it originated. 

The correspondence between local culture and religion, and in particular 

between local musical forms and the integration of the Catholic Church into 

Korean society, constitutes above all a theoretical confirmation of the 

valuable role that Yeondo has played in Korean culture. And the 

comparison and analysis of the Yeondo song has confirmed the theory 

mentioned above.

At a time when the Catholic Church is still considered a foreign religion 

in Korea, a study and a comprehension of the Yeondo song prove to be 

promising ways for the inculturation of the Catholic Church. Given the 

future prospects of Korea, the value of an effort in this direction by the 

Korean Catholic Church must not be underestimated, because the Catholic 

Church must walk together with the society into which it inserts itself. 

Keyword: Yeondo, inculturati, Korean Catholicism, religion song


