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<Abstract>

A Study of Musical Control Aspect
in Korean Modem Period(1910-1945)

Moon, Ok-Bae

The Japanese colonial government enacted and enforced a lot of statutes for
the colonial ruling of Korea. The total number of law, orders, regulations
and ordinances amounted to almost 10,000 for the 36 years of the
colonization. Through such laws, Japan controlled music in almost every
field of music such as songbooks, musical performance, records, musicians,
religious music, and school music education.

Japan wanted to control music through various institutional apparatuses
since they came to realize the ideological impact of lyrics on the publics’
minds regarding the Korean army in the cause of justice, the movement of
patriotism and enlightenment, and independence that invoked nationalistic
sentiments among Koreans and encouraged education and movements from
the period of the Deahan Empire until its liberalization. In other words,
they came to appreciate the ideological power of music. During the colonial
rule, songs had been involved in all movements of independence and
enlightenment. The purposes of any movements spread to the public through
songs. In the independence movements and patriotic enlightenment
movements, songs were a form of struggle and a form of movement at the
same time. From the viewpoint of the Japanese rulers, most of such songs
were threats to their maintaining law and order in Korea. The Japanese
rulers were aware of the power of songs that they wanted to control songs

through institutional apparatuses for the sake of their colonial ruling in



426

Korea.

This study examined the Government-General’s control of music during
the colonial period. It focused on what apparatuses the Government-General
used to control music and how they were enforced. That is, this study tried
to investigate how the Japanese rulers utilized music as a way of
controlling their colonization.

There were institutional apparatuses for the Japanese to control its
colonization:

The sixteenth Hakbu ordinance, <The authorization rules for textbooks>
in September 1908 and the sixth statute, <The publication law> in February
1909 for the control of songbooks; the third police ordinance, <The
regulation of assembly> in August 1910 and the 197th departmental
ordinance, <The regulation of assembly in Joseon> for the control of
musical performance; the issuance of certification of artists for the control
of musicians; the 47th departmental ordinance, <The regulation of record
control> in May 1933 for the control of records; <The guidance on
Christianity> in February 1938 for the control of church music; and <The
Joseon ordinance of education> for the control of school music education.
Besides, there were comprehensive measures to control music: The 40th
departmental ordinance, <The punishment rules for police criminals> in
March 1912; The 46th statute, <The law on the maintenance of the public
order> in April 1925; The 316th ordinance, <The law of the national
mobilization> in May 1938; and the 97th statue, <The temporary statutes of
controlling the press, publication, assembly and association> in December
1941.

Most of the prohibited songs by the Japanese rulers were about the
Korean tradition, nationalistic sentiments (Hon and Eol), the liberalization
of Joseon, anti-Japanese sentiments, and proletariat songs promoting the
class struggle. The reasons for punishment were mostly security or the
obstruction to the maintenance of law and order, which proves that the

Japanese control of music was part of its colonial ruling policies.
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The Japanese rulers intentionally made up and circulated songs promoting
their ideology favorableto their colonial ruling not to mention the direct
control of music. Those songs were called “Sigukga”, “Aegukga”,
“Geonjeongayo”, and “Gungmingayo”, all of which were considered to
conform to the Japanese ruling. In addition, they tried to get rid of the
anti-regime songs through “the purifying movement of songs,” and “the
reforming movement of national songs.” The Japanese rulers forbade some
songs to be sung and encouraged people to sing songs agreeable to their
ruling. In such two kinds of direct and indirect ways, the Japanese rulers
controlled music in Korea and their purpose was to reinforce the colonial

ruling.

© Keywords: Music Control, Song Control, Music Ban, Record Control,
Music-Book Control, Performance Control, Certification of Artist,

Gungmingayo Movement



