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Abstract

Rethinking Newly Composed Korean Traditional Music-
Based On The Works of Hyejin Yoon and Taewon Lee

Jeon, Jiyoung

There have been so many 'newly composed Korean traditional music' in South
Korea after Gisu Kim. However, those works were almost 'fusion music
making' rather than 'newly composed Korean traditional music', because they
have been made by combining the western notion of composition with the
elements of Korean traditional music. The 'new traditional music' using
western notion of composition should be so-called 'fusion music' rather than
'Korean traditional music itself. Therefore, the modernization of 'Korean
traditional music' also should be a term which have justified the westernization
of it.

In this point, we can give attention to the two remarkable young composers,
Hyejin Yoon and Taewon Lee. The cote of their minds about 'newly composed
Korean traditional music' is 'what should be the composition of Korean
traditional music?' The 'newly composed Kortean traditional music' so far might
be a 'non-Korean traditional music making' or 'fusion music making'. The
elements of Korean traditional music have been found in the majority of newly
composed music, but those elements were the parts of works. Other parts
except those elements should be non-Korean elements, nevertheless, we have
called the works 'new Korean traditional music'.

The works of the two composers can be regarded as 'fusion music' in this
point of view, but they inquire continually 'what is newly composed Korean
traditional music in modetrn Korean society?, 'the modernization of Korean

traditional music might be a violence to Korean traditional music', 'the



elements of Korean traditional music might be a notion that is connected
with the elements of non-Korean traditional music.

The rethinking of the justification and the concrete meaning of 'newly
composed Korean traditional music' should be necessaty through their works.
Their introspection and inquisition should be connected with a question for

all who concern about 'newly composed Korean traditional music'
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