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Abstract

Musical Characteristics of Park Shi-Choon’s Works:
Focused on the Period of Pre-1950

Yang, Woo-Seok

Korean pop music was shaped during the period of Japanese occupation
in Korea, and it was greatly influenced by the medium called the recording
industry. As the renowned Korean pop composer of over 3,000 songs, Park
Shi-Choon is referred to as a major songwriter in the history of Korean pop
music.

In honor of Park, Shi-Choon who passed away 4 years ago, Park
Shi-Choon’s Masterpieces: The Serenade of Sorrow was created with the
great support and interest of many pop musicians, which could be considered
as his sole collection initiated by Kim Jeom-Do. Any incomplete music
transcription was modified indeed in this paper. Park Shi-Choon is
remembered as a great songwriter with a copious number of hits and his
music is still being played in KBS 1TV - Gayo Stage on almost every week.
According to MBC’s survey in 1981, 10 songs of his were listed in Koreans’
top 100 favorite songs, and this represents that he greatly influenced on a
history of Korean songs and ballads. Although every check on his 3,000
songs in total was not made, the 300 songs listed on Park Shi-Choon’s
Selection of Masterpieces could be recognized as his representative works.

This paper intends to analyze the 122 songs out of his 300 ones, which
were composed before 1950. Facing the derogation on Korean pop music
with the indiscriminate acceptance of yonanuki minor scale and the

groundless subjective approach to the identity of Korean pop music, this
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paper also attempts to find the link between Korean music and Korean pop
music by thoroughly examining the melodic structure which is an essential
element of Korean pop music through the comparative analysis with pansori
scale.

The period of Pre-1950 was set as starting point for this analysis because
Korean pop music was greatly influenced since the Korean War due to the
inflow of the Western melody from the 8th US Army.

Park Shi-Choon’s works can hardly be called representative of all Korean
pop music, but no one can deny the fact that they had a profound effect
on it. In this regard, it is considered that an approach to the identity of
Korean pop music through the analysis of his musical works has a great

significance.

Keywords: Park Shi-Choon, Korean popular song, sinminyo, pansori,

gyemyeonjo, yonanuki scale.
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