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Abstract

The Sound of Women Music Resonated in Chosun:

Why did “Chosun” women pay attention to “Western” music?

Cho Yoon-young

This paper offers a portrait of how women of Chosun used Western music
to adapt themselves to a new time-space that was modemity and submits some
conjectures about the motivations that led “Chosun” women to appreciate
“Western” music.

Denied opportunities for voicing their thoughts and views, women of Chosun
needed empowerment by Western culture in order to transform themselves into
modern women. Many women embraced Western music to make themselves
proper members of society and lead their own lives as independent agents. Music,
clearly, was more to these women than a channel for making their voices heard.

This study thus describes diverse relations between women and music,
uncovers the roots of some of the recurring images of women musicians, and
illuminates hitherto obscured musical activities by women outside the

mainstream establishment.

Key Words: “Chosun” Women, “Western” Music, Modern Women, Piano,

Gramophone
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