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Kant and the Good Will

Joo—Man, Maeng

In this paper 1 deal with Kant's concept of a good will in the relations with the
main ideas of his moral philosophy. This notion of a good will is impressive, but it
is by no means clear how it is meant to be related to the other main ideas. In
order to read correctly and understand properly a good will in Kant's philosophy,
especially presented in the Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals and the
Critique of Practical Reason, my particular interest is to find out the real meaning
of the relations of reason and will, Will and Willkiir, a good will and the good, a
good will and duty, a good will and the moral law, a good will and the moral
feeling.

According to Kant's claims, a duty is the necessity of an action from respect for
law, or an action entirely motivated by recognition of the moral law. Kant's
argument is then that the fundamental principle of morality must be one that is
consistent with this conception of duty, thus one that is independent of any
particular purpose or end an agent may have but at the same time is still capable
of motivating a human being as a rational agent to action. Success in this argument
depends on making clear correctly the relation between reason and will for the
most part.

Speaking of practical reason, the most important one of its own functions is the
power of self—direction, self-relation, and self-originating. By the way, if practical
reason and will is compared, they have several things in common. The practical
reason divide into the pure practical reason and the empirical practical reason, also
similarly in a broad sense, there are two senses of will, Wille and Willkiir. Wille as
practical reason is the legislative function, and Willkiir as a freely choosing power
1s the executive faculty of man. And each sense of will has its own accompanying
sense of freedom. The freedom of Wille is autonomy, displayed in the giving of
moral law to Willkiir as an uncondotional practical law which is derived from no
other source than Wille itself. In this respect, the Wille is the moral reason, moral
will, the rational will, and the pure practical reason. And since Willkiir has a power
of freely choosing between moral and inclination, the freedom of Willkiir is
spontaneous and neutral. Neverthless Wille and Willkir are merely two different
employments of the same faculty. To the ultimate, free will and will under moral

law, an action from duty and moral feeling are one and the same.

Key Words: The good will, reason, Wille, Willkiir, duty, The moral law, moral feeling
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