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7) De ente et essentia, cap. 4: Quidquid enim non est de intellectu essentiae vel quidditatis, hoc est
adveniens extra, et faciens complositionem cum essentia; quia nulla essentia sine his quae sunt
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(Cambridge University Press, 1993), 101%:.

18) o5 Alol9] =A< Owens, “Quiddity and Real Distinction in St. Thomas Aquinas,” Mediaeval
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Problem of the Real Distinction in De Ente et Essentia of St. Thomas
Aquinas

— Some Interpretations —

Kyung—Jae, Lee

It is usually admitted that the most remarkable feature of the thought of St.
Thomas Aquinas is his unique and peculiar understanding of being. The much
disputed question, whether the essence of being is different from its existence
[esse], is one of its crucial point of issues, which used to be referred as the
problem of the real distinction. The main point of this problem is not to confirm the
otherness itself, which is actually not the end but the starting point of the
discussion, but to identify the character of the otherness. Is it real or rational? Or
else, if neither, modal?

Most of the leading Thomists would assert it to be a real distinction. But, setting
aside the big question on the exact meaning of the term ‘real’ in this case, it must
be noted that all those who take the distinction as ‘real’ do not necessarily agree
on how this could be established. They, for example, all agree that the well-known
text of De Ente et Essentia, caput 4 of St. Thomas could be seen as a firm ground
for the real distinction between essence and existence. They, however, do not
uniformly agree on the detailed reason why and how.

Their different —even incompatible, though they all are intended to be in favour of
the real distinction— attitudes and interpretations of that famous text is the main
concern of this article. Some, like J. Owens and J. F. Wippel, says the text should
be interpreted as a so-called Intellectus Essentiae (IE) argument, in which the real
distinction is claimed to be attained not directly from the given text but with the
help of the further succeeding supplementary texts. It consequently results in
saying that the text begins with the rational, not real, distinction. It is just this
point that is stubbornly objected to by others, like S. Macdonald and J. Bobik.
Despite their differences in thoughts in detail, they agreed with each other that the

text could not be interpreted as starting with the rational distinction.

Key Words: Thomas Aquinas, real distinction, being, essence, existence (esse)



