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The Problems of the body and sexuality in the Text

—in the study of Robinson Crusoe —

Ik—Soon, Chung

This thesis is aiming at studying the ubiquitous problems comparing discourses
between Defoe's Robinson Crusoe and articles derived from many points of view.
There are many problematic strata or ubiquities in ideas and theories about this
novel showing different sexuality and abject relationship in two man living on a cast
away island. Defoe is the single writer who is usually pointed to as the originator
of the English novel. And Robinson Crusoe starts with the strange story of the
industrious man on the island who spends his days listing his provisions and walling
himself deeper into his isolation against a danger. This story becomes a background
that places him in an ideal position to negotiate between virtual or utopian world
and real world, and produces many writers and critics who rethink the visionary
and the pragmatic in the same source.

As I wrote here many writers and critics argue that Robinson Crusoe seems like
the wrong locus to begin a consideration of the origin of the novel. Because this
work is atypically so devoid of society and human interaction silencing its absence
and sexuality between men, so full of lists and micro-observations and the oddity
of this own life, and so filled with disguise, indirection, deceit, and duplicity that
seems to place Robinson constitutionally at the center of questions about the
truthfulness of narratives, the problem of framing and ambivalence, and the
breakdown of signification and reliability. Consequently, this form is distorted by
inaccurate readings which are motivated by the search for a faithful replica of the
object. It is important to realize that Defoe did not actually say some of the things
in his work and supplies his successors with images to write later as a result.

Key Words: ubiquity, sexuality, isolation, absence, ambivalence



