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A Study on Principles of Confucian Moral Mind
Construction from the View of Constructive Realism

Kwon—Jong, Yoo

This is a result of a study on Mind Scriptures(</LfE>»), edited by Zhen
De Xiu([Ef&75, 1178~1235), and a collection of his works from
Sikuquanshu(VUEEA=2). This study focused on his understanding of human
mind and its theoretical background, and depending on Friedrich(Fritz)
Wallner’s viewpoint of constructive realism explained the reason why
Zhen’s study of mind had constructed an important context of culture in
Sung and Ming China and Chosun Korea from the 13th century to the
17th or 18th century. In this study his understanding of mind is called
Simhak(in  chineses Xinxue). Constructive realism is a very useful
theoretical tool for explaining that even though about human mind truth of
Simhak is very different from that of mind philosophy or psychology of
Western Europe and America, but it has been winning public recognition
on the context of Chinese and Korean culture and history. Zhen’s efforts
to enlighten King, his friends, and students with the truth of Simhak
recovered the authority of Zhuzivue(%4:15% prohibited as a false learning
by King and influential vassals from the year of 1196, and so can be
estimated that it had recovered and reconstructed the context of Zhuzixue
on the history of China. Especially his Mind Scriptures is recognized to
perform the main role to recover the context. Main ideas of the Scriptures
come from traditional methodologies of moral self cultivation from
Confucianism in Pre Chin era and Neo-Confucianism completed by Zhuxi
(4%, 1130~1200) whom Zhen emulated as a real Confucian model. The
Scriptures show a standard of moral self cultivation of Neo Confucianism

and include many conceptions useful and established for observation of

333



mind by mind itself and cultivation the mind. The truth of the Scriptures
has been accepted as an absolute truth of mind and its cultivation in the
historical context of China and Chosun Korea. The idea of strangification
of Constructive realism guarantees a way to recognize this truth as another
truth of East Asian Confucianism that has been accepted as a truth reality

of human mind.

Key Words: Mind Scriptures(<:.03&»), Zhen De Xiu(IEf&75), Friedrich(Fritz)

Wallner, constructive realism, Simhak, Zhuzixue, strangification
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