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Debate of epistemic internalism/externalism
and Problem of normativity

Byung—Sun, Hong

The aim of this thesis, even though epistemic internalism and externalismdo not differ from their opinion
each other about a epistemic blame, does it show to be related normativity ultimately as what is applied
to intemalism but is not at externalism.

One of the more nebulous criteria for distinguishing mnternalist and externalist analyses involves the
suggestion that externalists ignore the normativity of epistemic judgement. And, certainty, like many of the
objections levelled at Alvin I. Goldman's realism, for example, makes the claim that unreliability to which
one has no actual or potential access cannot decide questions about the rationality or irrationality of beliefs
because charges of irrationality are relevant to evaluations of epistemic praise and blame. If my beliefs is
produced by unreliable processes when there is in no possible way for me to find the fact out, in what sense
am I to be blamed for having the belief? The inhabitants of demon worlds are no more blameworthy for
their demon induced false beliefs than are the inhabitants of demon no non-demon worlds.

Surely both internalists and externalists will agree that in some sense, charges of irrationality can be
construed as criticism. But it 1s important to distinguish this virtual truism, a truism that is not going to
differentiate the two views, from so-called deontic analyses of epistemic terms, where a deontic analyses
of epistemic analyzes into the epistemic concepts using value terms. The deontic analyses of epistemic terms
may well be incompatible with at least paradigm out of externalist views, but as an internalist, I certainly
do not want to be struck with defending the deontic analyses of epistemic concepts.

I do not think it 1s useful to try to understand the internalism. externalism debate as one over the
normativity of epistemic judgements. In fact, I would argue that pure denotic analyses of epistemic terms
mnvolve a mistake very much like the mistake of externalism.

Key Words internalism, externalism, Alvin I Goldman, normativity, epistemic justification, reliability



