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(eds.), Ethical Vegetarianism : Pythagoras to Peter Singer, p. 165. (Source.
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E. Rollin, The Unheeded Cry: Animal Consciousness, Animal Pain and Science,
New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.
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Food in the Age of Anxiety, Manchester, England: Manchester University Press,
1998).
25) K. P. George, Animal, Vegetable, or Woman?
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Peter Singer and the Ethical Vegetarianism

Joo—Man Maeng

Most contemporary Western writers who offer a systematic philosophical
defense of ethical vegetarianism have used either utilitarian theory or a
deontological moral rights theory. Peter Singer is typical of the former, and
Tom Regan the latter. Singer is a moral theoriest whose has done much to
reinvigorate the animal liberation movement. Preference Utilitarianist Singer's
ethical vegetarianism is based on the principle of equal consideration of
interests and sentience as the capacity to feel pleasure or pain. He says the
preference for a non-vegetarian diet is largely a matter of taste. Liking the
taste of meat does not constitute an interest strong enough to override the
interests of animals in avoiding pain and suffering.

But Singer's utilitarianism is not only future-oriented, and only the
consequences of actions count rather than intentions, so it cannot exclude a
meat-eating. Also Singer's sentience-based theory of moral status does not
consider the meanings of pain in organism, especially human beings in its
fullness. The whole considerations for human pain, including to animals,
must deal with ontology and semantics of panis, including value theory of

plant life.

Key Words: the ethical vegetarianism, the principle of equal consideration of

interest, utilitarianism, sentience, pain
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