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1) K. Marx, "Ausziige aus Mills "Elémens d'économie politique", in: Marx-Engels
Werke, Bd. 40, Dietz Verlag, Berlin 1985, 462%
2) K. Marx, Grundrisse der Kritik der politischen Okonomie, Marx-Engels Werke,
Bd. 42, Dietz Verlag, Berlin 1987, 512% vl2327} BZAZ0 g Aekst Izt
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4) K. Marx, Okonomisch-philosophische Manuskripte aus dem Jahre 1844, in:
Marx-Engels Werke, Bd. 40, Dietz Verlag, Berlin 1985, 514%.

5) A. Gini, My Job, My Self: Work and the Creation of the Modern Individual,
Routledge, London & New York 2000: TH7 < Tdojgk Fglolr}; | 54,
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Oxford University Press, Oxford & New York 1997, 77-88% #-=.
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8) T. W. Adorno, Negaive Dialekiik, Suhrkamp Verlag, Frankfurt am Main 1975,
130%.
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10) R. Donkin, Blood, Sweat & Tears: The Evolution of Work, Texere, New York
& London 2001: ¥4 d &, 9], &, &8 =& AUz sk, , vitt
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11) J. Rifkin, The End of Work: The Decline of the Global Labor Force and the
Dawn of the Post- Market Era, G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York 1995: ©]4%
gﬂ], TLE’] ZELJ 5 L\:! ]’ }“]i 1996.

12) V. Forrester, L'horreur économique, Fayard, Paris 1996: 574 4, TAAZH &
Xy, A, AE 1997,

13) 22 A, 201%.
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16) W. Ch. Zimmerli, “Vom ‘Gliick’ der Arbeitslosigkeit”, in: Hans-Ludwig Ollig(Hrsg.),
Philosophie als Zeitdiagnose: Ansdtze der deutschen Gegenwartsphilosophie,
Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, Darmstadt 1991, 106%.

17) A. Gorz, Critique of Economic Reason, Verso, London & New York 1989, 200%:.
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19) 1. Angell, The New Barbarian Manifesto: How to Survive the Information Age,
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20) olol #3|X= J. Rifkin, The End of Work: The Decline of the Global Labor
Force and the Dawn of the Post-Market Era: ©]9% &, T=%9 Fd;; V.
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25) K. Marx, "Lohnarbeit und Kapital", in: Marx-Engels Werke, Bd. 6, Dietz
Verlag, Berlin 1982, 400-401%.

26) K. Marx, Okonomisch-philosophische Manuskripte aus dem Jahre 1844, 514%.
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The New Orientation of Work Ethic: Focusing on the
Problems of the Opportunity and Quality of Work

So, Byung—Chul

Our work is, in essence, a means of our living and an opportunity
of our autonomous self-realization. But it is now faced with two
serious trials, mass unemployment and work alienation. Namely, the
considerable proportion of the whole work force is being driven to
despair because of the scarcity of the opportunity to work, and its
majority is suffering from the working conditions which ruin the
personal autonomy of workers and injure their physical and mental
health. The problem is that we don't have the canons of public and
social action, with which we can cope with those trials yet. The
traditional Protestant work ethic has not been concerned about the
solution of such structural troubles, but only has stimulated their
victims, workers to exert themselves more and more. According to such
an ethic, work must be a God's calling and a test of his grace,
although it is an abominable toil which ruins workers' autonomy and
extremely exhausts their mind and body. For that reason, such an ethic
imposes an absolute duty to work diligently on numerous powerless
workers, but never considers them as the proper subjects of human
rights. And so it must be replaced with a certain kind of social ethics
which attaches importance to the substantial ensuring of the
opportunities to work and the quality of work life. In this paper, I will
grope for the possibilities of such a new work ethic from the viewpoint
of a critical social ethics, focusing on the two themes of 'the
opportunity to work' and 'the quality of work'.

Key Words: Protestant work ethic, new work ethic, mass unemployment,
work alienation, autonomous self-realization
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