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On Hypothetical and Categorical Imperatives in Kant’s
Grundlegung zur der Metaphysik der Sitten

Jong Kwon Lee

Kant classifies imperatives into two groups: hypothetical and
categorical imperatives. He claims that the hypothetical imperatives are
analytic and the categorical ones are synthetic a priori. This paper
shows how to rephrase what Kant calls hypothetical and categorical
imperatives in the form of propositions. To such hypothetical
propositions we cannot apply the terms ‘analytic’ and ‘synthetic’ as
Kant originally defined in his Critique of Pure Reason. So in order to
speak ‘analytic’ of the hypothetical imperatives it is necessary to adopt
another Kant’s definition of ‘analytic’. This paper discusses in what
sense a hypothetical imperative can be said to be analytic and shows
that the claim that a hypothetical imperative is analytic in the second
sens leads to the claim that ought is derived from is.

Kant claimed that it can be proved that hypothetical imperatives are
analytic. This paper, however, argues that Kant’s claim is not true.
Firstly, Kant argues beside the point in that what he tries to prove to
be true are definitely different from a hypothetical imperative whose
truth he declared he would prove. Furthermore, neither the hypothetical
propositions which Kant believed that he proved to be analytically true
nor the hypothetical imperatives whose analytical truth he declared that
he would prove are simply true, not to mention analytically true.

Kant stressed that categorical imperatives are sharply distinguished
from hypothetical ones, but this paper shows how the former can be

derived from the hypothetical imperatives involving the free will and
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investigates what conditions a categorical imperative should meet in

order to be an a priori truth.

Key Words: Kant, moral philosophy, categorical imperative
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